
rundi.   
Last month as many of 

you know, we travelled to 
two conferences looking at 
M work globally and in N 
Africa.  Where I hoped to 
find answers for our work 
here in Burundi, I feel that I 
came away more with the 
realisation that the ques-
tions that we are dealing 
with are the right ones.  
Others around the world 
are facing these same is-
sues.  As one wise old mis-
sionary said to me, beware 
of relying on academic an-
swers or the experience of 
others – ask rather what is 
the Holy Spirit leading to-
wards for your location?  
What is the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance for the place that 
you are working in? 
 

Paul writes: It was not 
where I would have chosen 
to start.  Where I’d imag-
ined a small, pilot pro-
gramme in a local church, 
here I was presenting to 
denominational head lead-
ership.  Though I worked 
hard to present in a simple 
manner, in just 40 minutes, 
I knew that I was aiming in 
the dark.  These three lead-
ers were receptive but un-
derstandably cautious.  
They will discuss and give 
their response in a few 
days’.  I’d value your pray-
ers.   

I reflect once again that 
in Africa, such issues re-
quire investment in rela-
tionships of trust.  It also 
underlined how important 
it is to communicate 
through the local language 

and culture.  For these rea-
sons, I praise God for the 
local connections that He 
has given me.  Jean and 
André have encouraged me 
and engaged with this re-
search project for over a 
year now.  It was their rela-
tionships of trust, built over 
many years of work with 
this denomination, that 
gave me a platform to 
speak.  I feel like a very 
small cog wheel in what 
God is doing here.   

Next week I present to a 
very different audience: a 
group of students at our 
theological college.  My 
hope is to facilitate discus-
sion along the lines of my 
previous research as we 
seek how God would open 
the door for contextual 
mission in and beyond Bu-

Conferences, committees and language 

Alison writes: People often 
ask how Jeremy and Grace cope 
with all the international travel.  
We work very hard to make it 
as easy as possible for them.  
We find plane journeys easier 
than car journeys—at least you 
can move around!  We think it’s 
us, the parents, who pay the 
price in terms of feeling tired 
afterwards!  Overall we are 
incredibly thankful to God for 
what He has enabled us to do.  
Our trip to the Med, accompa-
nied by my parents who cared 
for Jeremy, was fruitful.  We 
were particularly encouraged to 
learn about a book called, 
‘Hybrid Church’ by Roy Moran.  
It looks at how existing church-
es can allow parallel streams to 

permit more contexu-
alised outreach, using 
principles from Disci-
ple Making Move-
ments.  I chaired the 
committee meeting 
for the South to North Africa 
P’ship who continue to look at 
ways of helping Sub Saharan 
Africans engage in the North. 

We returned to Burundi, 
hitting the ground running with 
our newly formed monthly 
prayer meeting with Burundian 
and missionary colleagues in-
volved in mobilisation.  This 
time we were praying with 
some Burundians who are 
heading to Juba for a mission 
conference and Dar Es Salaam 

for training.  We are excited 
about what God is doing.  Hav-
ing wondered whether there 
was enough to get involved in a 
few months’ back, we are now 
asking the Lord to guide our 
involvement very clearly as 
there’s so much happening! 

In addition, our Africa In-
land Mission colleague, has 
challenged Paul to do some 
intensive Kirundi language 
study over the next 3 months.  
Pray we can prioritise this. 
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22 March 2019 

Prayer letter no. 22 

Prayer points: 

- Give thanks for the oppor-
tunity Paul had with the 
denominational leaders to 
present his thesis as they 
explore their outreach work 
in the M city of Rumonge.  
Pray the Holy Spirit guides 
their decisions and future 
work Paul is asked to do. 
 
- Ask for Paul’s presentation 
to students at the theologi-
cal college on Sat 30th Mar, 
especially for clarity as to 
how to move forward. 
 
- Praise for Paul receiving 
good medical treatment on 
our travels for a spider bite, 
which is now healing well. 
 
- Paul’s Kirundi language 
study to be focussed and 
successful. 
  
- Continued help to balance 
family life and ministry. 

alison.paul@swissmail.org  

WhatsApp                   
AG: +44 7979 553436; 
PG: +44 7708 901817                        

Burundi address:           
BP 6323 Kinindo, Bujum-
bura, Burundi, East Africa 

UK postal address:     
Racquets, The Coppice, 
Rustington, West Sussex 

BN16 3TP  

We’re so grateful to the 
individuals and churches 
who support our ministry.  
We look to the Lord for all 
our funding needs.  If you 
feel led to give you can 
GIFT AID IT : https://
www.give.net/20096077 or 
call Stewardship on 020 
8502 8560 or ask us for a 
form.  If you’re not a UK 
tax payer please ask for our 
bank or PayPal details or 
send a cheque to our UK 
address.  Thanks so much!  

Mission mobilising and training from Burundi to North Africa 

Paul’s first opportunity to 
present his thesis in earnest 

https://www.give.net/20096077/oneoff
https://www.give.net/20096077/oneoff

