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As we sit on the veranda of our house in Oltiasika, 
overlooking Mt Kilimanjaro, we are bombarded 
with the songs of the birds from dawn to dusk as 
they scurry about picking up dry grass in 
preparation for building their nests, in the hope that 
the next rains will arrive soon and they will bring 
the promise of new beginnings. 

Just as we also consider the gift that Easter 
reminds us about - of new life in all its fullness - as 
Jesus bore our sins on the cross and rose from the 
tomb to promise that we may all have eternal life. 

These last few months since our road accident, 
have been quite unplanned and surprising as life 
took an unexpected turn for us. Spending 2-3 
months to recuperate at home was bittersweet, but 
we appreciated all the care and love we 
experienced from family and friends. We have felt 
that we have been carried along on a tide of prayer 
and for that, we are very grateful. 

Now that we have both returned to Kenya, we are 
happy to report that Ronnie’s injuries have 
completely healed and Maggie continues to 
improve weekly and is well on the way to full 
recovery too. Having reached our home here, we 
have been very touched with how many people 

have called in to say “pole” – sorry. They have also 
brought some very practical gifts like eggs and 
honey which have been much appreciated. 

At present we are also scurrying about in an effort 
to bring building materials onto site at Oltiasika 
before the rains come, as we prepare to put a 
concrete lid on another underground water tank, to 
ensure the water remains clean and fresh as it is 
used as drinking water in the nearby villages. The 
200,000 litre tank itself has to be emptied of the 
little remaining water so that it is dry before work 
begins, so it’s all in the timing….

When we returned here it was encouraging to see 
that the newly formed Ladies’ sewing group was 
still continuing with its projects, despite our 
prolonged absence. They now continue with 
renewed enthusiasm as we are expecting 30 
visitors from Limavady in July and this gives them 
great motivation to produce beaded items for sale 
as quickly as possible.
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For more news and views from the Briggs, check out their blog on the CMSI website.  
You can also support the Briggs financially via the website or by contacting the CMSI offices.

Dublin
Church of Ireland House, Church Avenue,  
Rathmines, Dublin D06 CF67
T: 01 4970931;   
E: dublinoffice@cmsireland.org

Belfast
33 Dargan Road, Belfast, BT3 9JU
T: 028 90775020; 048 90775020 (from RoI) 
E: belfastoffice@cmsireland.org

For both of us personally, this Easter brings news 
of both endings and beginnings as we are planning 
to finally leave Kenya in October of this year to 
return home to Banbridge. This decision has been 
made with much thought and prayer and many 
bitter/sweet feelings – yet again! We have felt God 
telling us that it is now time to draw a line after 
over 20 years in Kenya and we are looking forward 
to spending time with family and friends back 
home, although we will leave our son Philip behind 
here, as he continues his work in lion 
conservation. 

It has been our privilege to work with many 
different people across the Diocese of Kajiado as 
well as in Western Kenya for a few years. Our 
children grew up here and we have all had such a 
wide and deep experience of life, for which we are 
truly grateful. We have had a tremendous variety 
of work within the area of community development 
and that has impacted many lives and we hope 
that will be the legacy we leave behind as we 
begin bringing this final chapter to a close. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks for all 
the support you have given us over the years – we 
have been truly blessed and we pray that blessing 
will be returned to you.

Please pray with us for the following:

•Give thanks for the healing we have 
experienced and that the Landrover has been 
repaired and we are mobile again and able to 
continue with our work.

•Pray for the building work on the underground 
water tank – that it may be completed quickly 
and efficiently so that the tank may get filled up 
when the rains come. 

•Give thanks for the dedication and 
enthusiasm of the women who sew beaded 
items – may they feel a sense of achievement 
in the quality of their work and may this bring 
some income into their households. 

•Pray for us during this time of transition as we 
bring our work to a gradual close and look 
ahead to moving back home with all the 
changes involved in that process.

May you have a happy and blessed 

Easter!  

Ronnie + Maggie 
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