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My wife and I watched the attempt live on 
TV – the last 40 minutes of it, at least. It was 
surprisingly gripping! But it was like no other 
road race you’ll have seen. Everything was 
meticulously planned and tailored to help the 
34-year-old runner achieve his goal.

Quite apart from any advantage that Kipchoge 
gained from his controversial Nike running 
shoes and the laser pace marks projected onto 
the road by the lead car, it seemed clear as we 
watched that this feat would not have been 
possible without the support of a vast team. 41 
pace-setters – including many of the world’s 
best distance runners – ran short stints with 
Kipchoge in teams of seven, surrounding him 
in a diamond phalanx, designed to shield him 
from wind resistance. One man entered the 
history books, but this was very much a team 
effort!

As the Church carries out its calling at the 
centre of mission, there are things that can 
only be achieved because God’s people work 
together. This is true at a local church setting – 
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our corporate initiatives tend to be much more 
fruitful than individual or independent efforts. 
But, as reflected in the following pages, this is 
also true within the global Church. There are 
things that are possible to achieve – or are 
more effective – in local contexts, because of 
the support and input they enjoy from other 
parts of our worldwide family. 

Whether its prison support in Dr Congo, football 
fun in East Belfast, Mission Partner service in 
Kenya or praying for politicians in Drumbeg… our 
global friendships and partnership links can bring 
new dimensions to our mission. 

As we share together, listen to each other 
and learn to both give and receive within 
the international body of Christ, so our 
capacity will increase to bring about the deep, 
wholesale change that God offers. When we 
play our part, together, as one big Church, we 
can transform the world. 
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Cover image: Walking together in Rwanda

On 12th October 2019, Kenyan athlete Eliud Kipchoge became the 
first person to run 26 miles, 385 yards in under two hours. The ‘sub-2’ 
marathon had long been seen as the next big thing in distance running. 
Many thought it wasn’t possible.

Image: ‘The INEOS 1:59 Challenge’ (Jed Leicester, Associated Press)
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A living relationship
Drumbeg and the Diocese of Egypt

 
Drumbeg Parish has had a long-established link 
through CMSI with the Diocese of Egypt, but the 
past few years have seen significant rejuvenation 
and growth in the relationship. inMission (IM) 
caught up with Drumbeg’s rector, Rev Willie 
Nixon, to get his perspective on this partnership.

IM: When did you first become aware of 
Drumbeg’s link with Egypt? 
When I first came to Drumbeg eight years ago, 
there was very little awareness of a CMSI link 
with Egypt. I knew there was a connection with 
CMSI through the annual lent project, but it was 
my cousin, Tanya, (who had spent time in Cairo), 
that told me about our Egypt link. I discovered 
that a few folk in the parish had been involved 
in fundraising for the Harpur Memorial Hospital 
in Menouf, but there was no sense of any wider 
ownership of this partnership.

IM: What do you think have been the key 
elements in the recent growth of the link? 
The big starting point for our renewed 
relationship with Egypt was when a team 
of five parishioners visited Cairo on a CMSI 
team in 2017. We have two Sunday morning 
services at Drumbeg – and two quite distinct 
congregations. This visit had representatives 
from both groups – and helped this link to 
become a point of unity in Drumbeg. In this 
sense, I’ve seen CMSI and the Egypt link as being 
a servant to our church.

connected  
blessings
Transformation through partnership

Image: The 2017 CMSI Team from Drumbeg Parish visiting a Vocational Training Project in Cairo

Connected blessings

When the team came back, I knew that this 
was going to be a relationship.

In 2018, I joined a CMSI teaching visit to Egypt, 
alongside our parishioner Nigel Quinn (who 
has been key to this link) and Rev Brian Follis 
from Hillsborough. I loved that time and was 
really refreshed by it. But some of my most 
life transforming experiences have been when 
people from the outside have come into 
my church life and my own faith life. I really 
wanted that for other people in Drumbeg, so 
during the past year, we have hosted three 
visits from our Egypt partners. 

IM: Give us an example of how Drumbeg has 
been blessed by these global visitors? 
When Bishop Sammy came to stay last June, 
we invited him to contribute to our annual 
prayer weekend.

I have been praying for political leaders since I 
was 13 or 14. During my time in Drumbeg, I’ve 
felt compelled by God to share with politicians 
that Jesus is someone who we can unite 
around, someone who can break the deadlock. 
So, I wrote, by hand, to the local MLAs, our MP, 
and all the local councillors, to tell them that 
we were bringing a guest bishop from Egypt 
and to invite them to meet him. And I said that 
I’d like him to pray for the things that matter to 
them as politicians in this area.

64 people came from the village community, 
along with 22 political representatives. Bishop 
Sammy prayed for them and invited them to 
share their prayer requests for the community. 
It was a very powerful moment.

On another morning, Bishop Sammy prayed 
for our own church leaders. He went to each 
person in turn, asked their name, laid hands on 
them and prayed with them. I saw God doing 
something in our church that morning to really 
encourage us.

Central to the CMSI approach is a commitment to make 
connections between different parts of God’s global family. 
We develop links, we facilitate partnerships, we nurture 
relationships. Our hope in all of this is that the growing 
connections will bring blessings and encouragement – to 
both the global Church and the Church in Ireland – as God’s 
people carry out their calling at the centre of His mission. 

As the following stories testify, by far the most effective way 
of deepening these mission relationships is through the 
exchange of people – visiting and hosting.

Image: Rev Willie with Bishop Sammy and Madeline



Chama when they visit Cork this summer after 
the Voices of Hope gathering in Northern 
Ireland.”

CUP has always had a mission focus – indeed 
Robert’s official job title is ‘Mission Minister 
for Blarney’ – but it is currently launching a 
major new initiative called the Carraig Centre 
in Ballincollig, a populous suburb of Cork city. 
Re-developing an empty building, the centre 
will house community and parish activities 
with facilities including a 200-seat auditorium, 
a play area, prayer room, outside spaces and a 
recording studio.

Geoffrey’s visit played a part in shaping the 
parish’s commitment to mission both local and 
global and, with Robert, we look forward to 
seeing how the Zambia partnership develops in 
years to come.

Roger Thompson
Partnership Coordinator
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A growing friendshipin

Carrigrohane and Kitwe, Zambia

As reported in inMission 58, Geoffrey Banda – 
a theological student from St John’s Anglican 
Seminary in Kitwe, Zambia – spent three 
months on placement in Carrigrohane Union 
Of Parishes (CUP) in 2017/18. The visit had a 
profound effect on Geoffrey, but it also had an 
impact on the parish. Robert Ferris (Associate 
minister at CUP), recently reflected on how 
things have developed since Geoffrey’s visit:

“Dealing with people is much better than 
photographs. Geoffrey’s visit personalised 
what mission looks like in Zambia and helped 
us appreciate the two-way nature of our link. 
Hosting Geoffrey encouraged us in our vision 
for local mission here in Cork, while reminding 
us that our mission is global too.”

“Since Geoffrey’s visit, two parishioners 
have been accepted for short-term mission 
placements with CMSI – April Gunn (Zambia) 
and Michael Kenning (Uganda). We also hope 
to host Archbishop Albert and Mrs Ashella 

inmission
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IM: What makes your link with Egypt so special? 
One of the things about this relationship that 
has been startling and exciting is that we’re 
not tired of it. I think it’s because it’s living; it’s 
not about a project. A project tends to have a 
lifespan, but a relationship is an ongoing thing. 

The great thing about a relationship is that you 
begin to care about the people. And the coming 
and going has made us to be more of a family, 
rather than a distant thing that we’re throwing 
money at.

Egypt feels much nearer now. These are  
our brothers and sisters now, not just people 
we support.

Challenged and 
inspired
Dundela and UDP, Kenya   

 
In our last inMission, we shared a story from 
Antony Njoroge, who works alongside the 
Urban Development Programme (UDP) of All 
Saints’ Cathedral, Nairobi. Antony recently 
spent three months in Ireland, hosted by 
CMSI, with support from the Church Of 
Ireland Bishops’ Appeal. It was a significant 
visit for Antony and for those who hosted him, 
including St Mark’s Dundela and its CMSI 
Parish Rep, Lynn Wilson, who writes:

In October, we were blessed to welcome 
Antony for a week’s placement in our parish. 
During his time in Dundela, Antony visited a 

local primary school and spent time with all 
our organisations and many small groups of 
parishioners. He shared challenging stories 
of the social issues his own community deals 
with, and offered inspiring examples of how to 
reach out in practical ways to provide help. 

For example, Antony met with our Creative 
Stitching group and shared how the UDP has 
been supporting young mothers, who often 
find themselves cast out. Providing blankets 
and baby clothes to these women has proved 
to be a real encouragement and is a sign that 
they are indeed loved. A seed has been sown in 
the minds of the members of our group!

One of the most popular events was the 
Football Fun evening, when Antony showed 
us how he engages with kids. Primary-aged 
children played indoor football and Antony 
chatted to them at half-time over hotdogs, 
answering their questions and encouraging 
them to think about the qualities of a good 
team member and fair play. The children were 
so engaged and had such fun. So, inspired by 
Antony, we decided as a parish to run a series 
of six Football Fun nights early this year: our 
own version of the Nairobi football ministry! 

These football sessions have brought new 
groups of parishioners together to support the 
children, teach skills, and prepare the food. Our 
rector, Revd Helene Steed, has also valued the 
opportunity to talk to the children informally, 
sitting on the floor with them and enjoying the 
hot dogs. Attendance has been encouraging and 
non-parishioners have appeared too. The initiative 
will run again after Easter, and it is exciting to see 
how we may be able to engage with new families 
through sport. All it took was to watch Antony to 
see how he displayed God’s love, and to take a 
step of faith to try it for ourselves.”

Lynn is part of a team of nine from St Mark’s 
who will visit Nairobi, the UDP and Antony in 
July. The story continues!

Connected blessingsConnected blessings

Image: Robert and Geoffrey with Bishop Paul Colton
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“Our faith… has been 
honed and shaped by the 
people among whom we 
worked and lived.”

Honed and shaped

honed and shaped
Parting reflections from the Briggs

As their Mission Partner service comes to an end, Ronnie and Maggie Briggs 
reflect on their time with CMSI in Kenya.

It’s been a journey of more than forty years. 
We first went out to Kenya with a CMSI youth 
team back in 1978 and since then we have 
been associated with CMSI and the Church 
in Kajiado. Our first mission placement as a 
couple was only for a one-year contract – but 
we enjoyed it so much that we didn’t realise 
when the year had come and gone! 

Our children were born and grew up in Kajiado 
and still call it home. Our roots there are deep 
and well-nourished, so trying to make the 
transition back to life in Ireland has proved 
not to be an easy task. The family values that 
we hold dear have been learned in Kenya; our 
children’s world view has been developed 
there; our faith and belief in a caring and loving 
God has been honed and shaped by the people 
among whom we have worked and lived. 

Being involved in community development 
with the Maasai saw us work closely 
alongside people who live in very remote 
and challenging places and who struggle for 
survival on a daily basis. To see the wonderful 
deep faith that they lived out in those difficult 
conditions taught us how to appreciate 
the things that we actually had, rather than 
longing for the things that we did not have.

One of the biggest challenges we faced was 
seeing so much that needed to be done but 
having so few resources available to actually 
get on with it. While the towns in Kajiado 
are reasonably well serviced, you only have 
to travel 20 miles out into the bush to see 
communities living in very poor conditions. 
Travel another 100 miles or so and you are 
into a very traditional Maasai setting where the 
basics of everyday life are just not there. Those 
are the places where we worked. 

Clean, safe water is only available to a small 
number of people, many children do not go  
to primary school and medical facilities 
are so far away that many leave it too late 
before going to a clinic, leading to serious 
complications and loss of life. But, over the 
years, even the smallest things that we tried to 
do to help were greeted with smiles of delight 
and hearts full of appreciation. 

Watching people trying to navigate their 
everyday challenges taught us so much. What 

taught us even more, however, was the way 
they showed their thankfulness when things 
did go well for them: perhaps a child did well 
in primary exams and was offered a place in 
secondary school; maybe after good rains, they 
saw the numbers of cattle, sheep and goats 
increase; or the safe and healthy delivery of 
another baby took place. Whatever it was, the 
family concerned would organise a thanksgiving 
service in the church, or in their village. The 
whole community would be invited to join in 
the festivities to give thanks to God for the great 
things He had done. Coming back to say ‘thank 
you’ is a good biblical principle and is a practice 
worth nurturing.

We are now drawing our mission partnership 
with CMSI to a close and continuing with the 
process of settling down. Going around all our 
linked churches over the past few months has 
been a bittersweet experience. Sharing our 
stories with people whom we have come to 
know and who have walked with us over many 
years – praying and giving and visiting – is a 
humbling exercise.
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Image: Maggie and the team at Oltiasika Guest House

Jenny Smyth writes:
“Reflecting on the last 40 years of Ronnie 
and Maggie’s involvement with CMSI, it 
is clear to see just how many lives both 
here in Ireland and in Kenya have been 
touched. We owe a debt of gratitude to 
the whole Briggs family and to all the 
faithful prayers and supporters in parishes 
around Ireland for enabling their years 
of service with the society. We are also 
thankful to the Church in Kenya who 
have offered friendship and hospitality 
and laboured alongside them as fellow 
workers for the kingdom.”

Please continue praying for the Diocese of 
Kajiado – for Bishop Gaddiel and all the clergy 
and staff. Now that we have left, pray for 
those who will continue the work we were 
doing, that they may have wisdom and a clear 
understanding of the development needs of 
people across the whole diocesan area. Pray 
too for us as we look forward to the next 
phase of our work and ministry – whatever 
that may be.

What the future holds is not yet clear but 
we continue to cry out to the God who has 
cared for us over all the years we have been in 
Kenya. We know that our cry reaches Him and 
we know that He has the best in store for us. 
When the Israelites cried out to God because 
of the hardships and difficulties they faced in 
Egypt, God heard them, God remembered the 
promise He made to them, and God provided 
a way out of that situation – because “God 
knew”. (Exodus 2:23–24)

As we have been involved with many different 
projects and programmes over the years, it 
has become very clear that we could not have 
done all this without the faithful people and 
parishes that stood alongside us to support us 
in prayer and giving. It is to you that we want 
to give special mention with all our love and 
appreciation for being willing to journey with us.

inmission
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CMSI Members’ Day 2020
Saturday 28th March; 11am – 4pm 

Church of Ireland Theological Institute, Dublin

 
Stories & updates; Worship, prayer, fellowship & lunch; Annual General Meeting 

Transport available from 
Belfast, Lisburn, Banbridge and Newry

Book in for Shine by contacting CMSI’s Belfast office. 

Saturday 19th September; 10:30am-5:30pm  
Dromantine Retreat and Conference Centre, Newry 

 
With Friday Extra residential programme on 18th 

 
Details and booking available in April

CMSI Annual Conference
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Image: The new blankets and mattresses being handed over and used in the prison
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In early January, the BBC reported that 17 
prisoners had died in one week in one of DR 
Congo’s notoriously overcrowded prisons.++ 
In 2019 it was reported that over the previous 
18 months, 40 prisoners had died in the same 
prison in Kinshasa. They died not of Ebola, or 
measles – the two outbreaks gravely impacting 
DR Congo; rather they died of starvation.

In Butembo, Eastern DR Congo, the picture is 
disturbingly similar. We know this, not from 
BBC or human rights reports, but from the 
Mothers’ Union of North Kivu Diocese. These 
women inhabit their community with the full 
force of their Christian faith. As they work in 
the market, go to the tailor, listen to the stories 
in their neighbourhood, they do so with the 
ears, hands and heart of Christ. They are the 
Church right at the centre of the community.

In 2019 the Butembo Mothers’ Union began 
to hear of the situation at the women’s prison 
in town. They were the Church, present in 

the homes of hurting families whose mothers 
or daughters were locked up in gruelling 
circumstances. In October last year Bishop 
Isesomo passed on to CMSI a proposal from 
the MU requesting help with beds for female 
prisoners. Their report was of a prison built for 
120 prisoners which was actually housing 900 
women, some of them with young infants. 

One of the Ebola management strategies is to 
advise people against attending large public 
gatherings or areas where there are many 
people together. In this atmosphere of Ebola 
dread the large group of women in prison had 
lost both prison services and family visitors. 
Food, medical care, and hygiene all suffered. 
But quite amazingly, a courageous group from 
the MU continued to visit bringing medicine, 
food and words of encouragement to this 
feared and marginalised community.

In December, North Kivu’s parish links in 
Ireland were able to stand with this MU 

initiative by sharing funds which enriched their 
Christmas visitation to the prison. The women, 
who had been sleeping on the floor in over-
crowded rooms, received a mattress and warm 
blanket plus food supplies. Some of the funds 
have been kept aside to make bed frames so 
that the most vulnerable women can sleep off 
the floor.

Bishop Isesomo was keen to emphasise that 
the MU were doing this is response to the 
word of God in Romans 12:15:

“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn.”

The application of this verse in Butembo, 
North Kivu, finds the Church at the centre 
of a women’s prison. The same Church is 
also at the centre of a response to displaced 
and vulnerable children, and the training of 
pastors to care for more rural communities. 
The women of North Kivu Diocese are a 
lively picture of how Church is truly at the 
centre of God’s strategy to build his Kingdom, 
even in the midst of the most challenging 
circumstances in Eastern DR Congo.

Linda Abwa
Partnership Coordinator

Develop a CMSI Partnership Link
Why not explore a new link between your 
church and one of our Global Partners? 

These links offer:

• A window on global mission
• A way to support the worldwide 

Church
• An opportunity to learn and be 

inspired
• A chance to visit and to host

 
Contact us to find out more about 
partnership links.

After years of war and economic stress in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the justice system is struggling. Only 27% of prisoners have actually 
been tried and received a sentence.+ Many have been imprisoned awaiting 
trial, but without access to the justice system they are simply stuck in prison 
with no opportunity to state their case.

in the 
midst
Church at the 
centre in DR Congo



CMSI is delighted to announce a special 
venture for Summer 2020. Voices of 
Hope is a one-week programme in 
Northern Ireland featuring over 30 leaders 
from the Global Church, including 16 of 
our own partner bishops and their wives. 
The programme will run from 3rd – 10th 
August and will include two key events, 
hosted by CMSI along with SAMS Ireland:

• A Day Conference in Belfast for 
Church leaders. We’ll be inviting 
leaders to join with our guests for a 
day of listening, sharing and learning 
together. [Wednesday 5th August]

• An Evening Celebration in Lisburn for 
everyone. A chance to share together 
in worship, as we celebrate being 
part of God’s global family. [Friday 7th 
August, 7:30pm: Lisburn Cathedral]

Following the Voices Of Hope week, we’re 
hoping that a number of our bishops 
will spend time with link parishes in the 
Republic of Ireland.

As CMSI’s Mission Director, Jenny Smyth 
explains, this is an important and exciting 
opportunity for the Church in Ireland.

‘Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift up 
your voice like a trumpet…’  
(Isaiah 58:1)

In the clamour of the world there are many 
voices.

We are called to be a prophetic people, a people 
whose voice is heard in the city streets and the 
market places, in the neighbourhoods where we 
live and across the global family of God…

We are very excited about our Voices of Hope 
week in August. Both CMSI and SAMS Ireland 
work in long-term partnerships with churches 
across Africa and South America – churches 
that are ministering within their communities, 
bringing the light and hope of the gospel 
message in many and varied contexts. We 
believe that there is much we can learn from 
our worldwide Church family to inspire us as 
the Church here in Ireland in the places we are 
called to live and minister.

Our partners have found many creative ways 
to display the loving character of our God. 
Hearing from our partners will enlighten and 
enliven our sense of who we are called to be as 
the Church. It will deepen our understanding 
of our God and how He brings transformation 

Voices of hope
inmission
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Page 14 Image: Warm welcome from a church community in Kindu Diocese, DR Congo 

to places that seem hopeless and to people 
who seem helpless.

The Voices of Hope Day Conference will be 
an opportunity for those in Church leadership 
across Ireland to hear from inspiring leaders 
from the Global Church and engage with 
them through small group discussion and 
Bible study. Engaging across cultures in this 
way can offer new perspectives that help us 
question our assumptions and behaviours. This 
is a chance to allow others to speak into our 
experiences – to sharpen each other and bring 
more clarity.

The Voices of Hope Evening Celebration will 
be open for all to come along and join in 
celebrating who we are as God’s worldwide 
family – His church – and our missional 
calling. Please put this event in your diary (see 
back cover for details).

Our visitors will be hosted by parishes 
across Ireland so you should have plenty of 
opportunity to connect with them. Many 
of our visiting bishops will be accompanied 
by their wives who are key Mothers’ Union 
leaders. We plan to connect with Mothers’ 
Union at a diocesan level to give opportunites 
for members to meet with them and hear 
about their work too. Watch this space!

Keep an eye out for further information 
about Voices of Hope over the coming 
months and please remember to pray for 
all the arrangements.

CMSI and SAMS Ireland would like to 
thank the Church of Ireland for their 
financial support for Voices of Hope.

As Christopher Wright puts it in his book ‘The 
Mission Of God’s People’:

‘If we understand the church from our 
Biblical theology as that community of 
people chosen and called since Abraham 
to be the vehicle of blessing to the nations, 
what else can the church be but missional? 
This is who we are and what we are here for.’

In order to be effective in our global call to 
mission we need to listen to one another, learn 
from one another and work in cooperation. 
Our prayer is that this opportunity to engage 
with Church leaders from across the world will 
confirm our common identity in Christ, clarify 
our missional call and challenge us to greater 
obedience and deeper commitment to follow 
wherever Christ is leading in this generation.

Jenny Smyth
Mission Director

Image: TEE class meeting at a church in Gitega Diocese, Burundi
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My first impressions of the Church Mission 
Society Ireland came via a very impassioned 
English woman who I knew from my children’s 
school. That woman was Jenny Smyth, now 
CMSI’s Mission Director. We met up, along with 
her husband, Billy, to talk about their experiences 
of life in Sudan (as it was then). Their passion for 
the country and the people was infectious. 

Not long after this, I applied for the position of 
Administration Coordinator with CMSI. After a 
‘thorough’ interview, in which I had to reference 
and use the Church of Ireland Directory (say no 
more!), I joined the staff team. 

During my interview, I was asked what an 
administrator brings to an organisation. I replied 
that a good office administrator acts as the cog 
within the mechanism – a force that enables 
the whole unit to move forward and function 
well. Eight years on, I still feel that. My role has 
involved being a welcoming presence as folk 
phone or visit the office, ensuring the basic office 
requirements are there for the staff team, helping 

people to get on to the right plane at the right 
time, offering support to different parts of the 
organisation, preparing for Board meetings and 
AGMs… it’s a long and varied list. 

But, more personally for me, being a staff 
member with CMSI has been a life-changing 
experience. I do not say that lightly.

The eight years have been filled with some of 
the most Godly folk I have ever met: people who 
have literally bounced up to greet me at events 
with warm hugs; staff who have helped stretch 
my faith and understanding of God’s Kingdom; 
CMSI supporters who have given me glimpses 
into their incredible lives – sometimes working 
across the world in difficult situations, sometimes 
quietly beavering away collecting money boxes 
in small, rural parishes; Global Partners who have 
offered me fresh perspectives on faith and life 
elsewhere; postmen, cleaners, folk who fix fire 
extinguishers – all doing their part… each person 
precious to the Lord!

a life-changing 
experience
After eight years of working as part of the CMSI staff team, our 
Administration Coordinator, Jen Christie, is moving on to embrace new 
opportunities. We asked Jen to reflect on her time with CMSI.

My days at CMSI have been spent opening letters 
from older, faithful supporters who give whatever 
they can to bless God’s mission work, printing 
invitations to countless events that we have run 
to inspire and encourage churches in mission, 
preparing lunches and making coffee for our 
wonderful office volunteers, meeting together as 
a staff team to pray for and plan our work. Every 
experience has been a privilege and I believe it’s 
been part of extending the Kingdom of heaven 
on earth. 

But the things I will remember most are the 
worship at our events (it’s often how I imagine 
heaven will be), the equality of our connections 
with people and partners, our collective staff 
prayers and the laughter, shaking uncontrollably 
as one of us has said something unintended! 
I cannot express how much I will miss regular 
contact with the staff team (each one now a 
treasured friend), our trustees, volunteers and 
supporters and our Global Partners. I say “regular 
contact” because I believe my journey with 
CMSI will continue, just in another capacity as a 
supporter and member. 

I am moving into a field of work that I’m really 
passionate about – it reminds me of the passion 

Jenny shared with me all those years ago. I will 
be working with young people, supporting them 
to be heard and understood in a safe way where 
the Holy Spirit can truly bless them. I would so 
value your prayers as I undertake study to fully 
enable me in the role. So it is not “farewell” from 
me, simply “au revoir” as I will see you all, my 
family in Christ, again.

And let the beauty of the LORD our God  
be upon us, 
And establish the work of our hands for us;  
Yes, establish the work of our hands.   
Psalm 90:17

Mission Director, Jenny Smyth says: 
Jen has been the most fantastic cog! She’s 
always willing to take up the strain, go the 
extra mile and tackle life with good humour. 
Jen has an amazing ability to connect with 
all sorts of people, valuing each as one of 
God’s gifts. As Jen takes up her counselling 
again I know she will bring God’s blessing to 
many. The staff team will all miss her deeply, 
but she will remain part of the CMSI family. 
Thank you, Jen.

“The eight years 
have been filled 
with some of the 
most Godly folk I 
have ever met:”

Image: Jen at Ignite with Yvonne Manogue and Barbara Wilson 
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

CMSI AGM
The CMSI Annual General Meeting will take 
place on Saturday 28th March, beginning at 
2pm. This key event in the society’s calendar 
will include reports by the Mission Director 
and the Chair of the CMSI Board, as well 
as a financial report and the election of 
Trustees. The AGM forms part of Shine, our 
annual members’ day, which this year takes 
place in the Church Of Ireland Theological 
Institute in Dublin, starting at 11am.

Sharing in communion
CMSI was recently asked to identify recipients 
for two beautiful, private communion sets, that 
had belonged to Canon Robert Marsden and 
were gifted in his memory following his death 
last summer. It was his hope that the sets be 
used by the Church in the developing world.

The first set was recently presented to Rev 
Mark Takki in Egypt. In December, Mark spent 
time on a short placement in Drumbeg Parish 
before returning to Cairo for his ordination. 
Nigel Quinn, who is currently on a short-term 
placement in Egypt, presented the communion 
set to Mark. We love how the baton of ministry 
has been passed on to a new generation.

On The Road
Throughout January and February, 
the CMSI staff team and our volunteer 
speakers have travelled the length and 
breadth of Ireland, sharing stories around 
our annual theme, Church At The Centre. 
In all, CMSI has hosted and spoken at 
29 different events, Sunday services and 
midweek gatherings since the beginning of 
January. Here are a few photo highlights…

Departed friends
We were saddened to learn of the recent 
loss of two CMSI friends: Rosemary 
Hickey and Isabel Whiteside. 
 

Rosemary was a 
former CMS Mission 
Partner who served 
with the Church 
in Uganda and 
Nigeria. Rosemary’s 
engagement with CMSI 

continued well into later life: she hosted a 
CMSI prayer group in Cork and regularly 
provided hospitality to CMSI staff. 
 

Isabel’s niece, Eileen 
Holland told us how 
much Isabel loved 
CMSI. She had talked 
about attending CMS 
events as a child 
accompanying her 

mother, where she listened to stories 
told by returning missionaries and always 
said “But I have a very important job too, 
because I help count the money from 
the collection boxes.” As an adult, we 
know that Isabel continued to be a prayer 
warrior for the work of CMSI and our 
partners. We are very thankful to Eileen 
and the family for the donations to CMSI 
in lieu of flowers following Isabel’s funeral.

We pray for the families and friends of 
Isabel, Rosemary and other members of 
the CMSI family who have passed away 
in recent months. We thank God for their 
commitment to His mission.

Comings and goings
Recent years have seen an increase in 
the number of individuals engaging with 
CMSI’s Global Partners through short-term 
placements and partner visits. This trend looks 
set to continue in 2020. Already, we’ve had 
one of Trustees, Lou Talbot-Beirne visit our 
partners in Nepal. While there, Lou helped to 
carry out a monitoring and evaluation visit for 
a nutrition project that CMSI has supported 
through funds from Misean Cara. 

In February, Billy Smyth (St John’s, Moira) 
travelled to Yei Diocese, South Sudan for the 
latest in his series of visits to help the diocese 
re-establish its Vocational Training College. 
February also saw Nigel Quinn (Drumbeg 
Parish) begin a four-week placement with 
the Diocese of Egypt, where he’s working 
alongside the team at Refuge Egypt. 

Plans are already in place for three other 
short-term placements in the summer months. 
Please pray that all these visits would be a 
source of help and encouragement for our 
global partners, as well as a blessing on those 
who take part. Do get in touch if you’d like to 
explore a short-term placement with CMSI – 
there’s lots of opportunities to play your part 
alongside any of our partners.
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Belfast Office Move
At the time of writing, we’re still in Dargan 
Road, but after a long delay, the final 
hurdles seem to have been cleared. A move 
is imminent. Check the website for updates!

The CMSI Board & 

Staff Day in January.

Gillian at the CMSI Team 

Training Day

Jenny with April Gunn in 

Cork

Roger at the Drumbeg 

Impact event
Rachel with Rev Canon Ronnie Nesbitt

Rachel at Impact Bangor
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Friday 7th August 2020 
7:30pm, Lisburn Cathedral.

An evening celebration for all, featuring input  
from Church leaders from Africa and South America. 

 
Hosted by CMS Ireland, with SAMS Ireland.


