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Did you know that the baby Jesus 
was stolen from the manger in 
Bethlehem? 

It happened on a December night in 2016 – 
outside City Hall in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
When the statue was found, the chief of police 
had to glue its leg back on. Since then, the 
Christ child has been kept safe by a security 
camera (‘Jesus cam’) which is monitored by a 
team of police officers.

It seems that, at this time of year, ‘Baby Jesus 
Theft’ is a familiar problem for many towns 
and cities across the world. I remember, in 
my teens, the introduction of a secure plastic 
display box to protect the infant Saviour under 
the Christmas tree in Bangor, County Down.

Jesus is the focal point of the nativity scene. 
Everyone else is looking at him – drawn to 
spend time in his presence and worship him.  
A Christmas scene without Jesus at the centre 
is entirely redundant.

The birth of Jesus marks the breaking-in of 
heaven to this world: God’s Kingdom in the 
midst. But the Incarnation isn’t just a stable 
event; the story continues today. God’s 
Church is called to embody Jesus and share 
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his message of hope and salvation. Local 
churches are meant to be the focal point of 
community change – physical expressions of 
heaven on earth. 

Church at the centre of community.

This incarnational work is not something we 
do alone: it’s a corporate, shared responsibility 
for the wider family of God. The Church is 
a community of broken people who have 
been transformed by God’s grace and are 
sent to transform communities of broken 
people. We do this together. That’s why CMSI 
helps nurture partnerships and friendships 
within God’s worldwide Church. The various 
connections and links are vital to the 
functioning of the whole Body.

Church at the centre of community.

As a CMSI staff team, we pray that you will 
know the hope of Advent and the joy of 
Christmas. May Jesus be at the heart of your 
celebrations. And may you and your church 
be at the heart of your own community.

Roger Cooke
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““…the Church is impacting 
lives right at the centre of 
a marginalised and fragile 
community.” 

Church at the centre
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Kenya

More than just meals
Roger Thompson

Youth and Community Leader, Antony 
Njoroge works in partnership with the Urban 
Development Programme of All Saints’ 
Cathedral, Nairobi, one of CMSI’s Global 
Partners in Kenya. Their work is based in Kayole 
– an economically deprived informal settlement. 

In 2003, Antony founded a Community 
Based Organisation called Tumaini African 
Foundation (TAF), which engages with young 
people and children in Kayole who are at 
risk from crime and drug abuse. Through 
this work, the Church is impacting lives right 
at the centre of a marginalised and fragile 
community. Here, Antony describes one of 
their core programmes, a Christ-centred 
initiative that is changing lives.

“Every Saturday, TAF opens its doors to 
more than 300 children for the ‘More Than 
Just A Meal’ programme. Providing free 
hot and nutritious food for children who 
have little or nothing to eat, it is also an 
opportunity to listen to the stories that 
would otherwise go unheard. A meal by 
itself is not enough - an environment that 
prompts the children to open up and speak 
from their hearts is also important. 

“Through the programme we listen to 
stories that call us to move from listening 

church at
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Image: Gathering outside Jerusalem Parish in Rhino Camp Refugee Settlement, Uganda

Church at the centre

to reflection and then to action. We’ve 
seen children who have dropped out of 
school returning to their studies; we’ve 
been able to talk to children who have 
been problematic in their families and 
helped them move to restoration; we have 
nurtured relationships that have gone on 
to give hope and create opportunities for 
growth and transformation. 

“I once got chatting during the meal to a 
young girl of about 13 years of age. As we 
talked she shared that she had dropped 
out of school so that she could care for her 
critically ill mother. In the following weeks 
we followed up with a home visit on a rainy 
afternoon. Her dear mum lay on an old mat 
over the bare earthen floor, the house had 
no bed nor anything to sit on - we held 
our packet of milk, sugar and bread in our 
hands, not knowing what to do or say. 

“As the rain water ran into the house not 
only through the door, but through many 
holes on the walls too, the daughter stood 
by the door as if to say, “This is the reality of 
my life”. It was difficult to tell the difference 
between being homeless and living in this 
shanty room. We had to get the family out 
of that house, and enable the girl to get 
back to school. 

“The next day we rented somewhere dry for 
them and helped them relocate. Over the 
next few days we invited the girl to come 
to our house for meals, giving her food to 
take back for her mother. Freed from this 
responsibility, the girl was able to enroll in 
the Tujisaidie Community Centre School 
and return to her studies.”

Each one of CMSI’s 19 Global Partners shape and deliver 
holistic, life-giving mission in their own contexts. Through 
local churches, God’s people are offering hope and 
transforming lives. Here are just a few recent examples of how 
our partners are impacting their own communities.

Antony with Rev Jonny Campbell-Smyth (Ballyclare & Ballynure)



““The Church has not 
evaded its responsibility 
to stand with vulnerable 
people…”

tough times, who has advocated for peace in 
the face of violence, who continues to inspire 
faith and hope. 

The zonal leader continued: “We look to you, 
Bishop, as our brother, father and leader in the 
Church. We are blessed in Equatoria, as we 
have been given you as a gift from God.”

I looked around the beautiful, mud-built church, 
constructed by the community, roofed and 
carpeted with UNHCR tarpaulins, decorated with 
beautifully hand embroidered sheets and tinsel. 
I saw the young ordinands and thought of how, 
despite everything, God is building His Church. 
Church is God’s strategy to change the world, His 
means to bring consolation and transformation 
even in the direst of circumstances, especially to 
those with the deepest hurts.

As I joined in that Service of Ordination, I 
thought of another recent Ordination I had 
attended in Down Cathedral where our partner 
bishops from Maridi, South Sudan and Cairo, 
Egypt, ministered alongside Bishop Harold. 
What an amazing Communion of believers we 
belong to! How much we have to learn from 
and share with one another! 

‘You are the body of Christ,  
and each one of you is a part of it’ 
1 Corinthians 12:27

The Church in North Kivu has provided 
educational posters and precautionary 
washing stations for parishes and particularly 
at the Children In Distress Centre; activities 
that were supported by CMSI Link Parishes.

Bukavu Diocese also received support from 
their links in Ireland, which enabled them to 
hold workshops for 103 women leaders from 
all faith groups in the community around 
Panzi Parish. Practical precautions were also 
supported in the provision of washing stations 
with chlorinated water. 

Even closer to the centre of the crisis are 
the priests who pray with those who are 
infected and comfort the bereaved and the 
choir members who volunteer to sing at the 
funerals. In order to contain the spread of the 
disease, these funerals are held away from 
families and home. 

At a time when people are heeding advice to 
stay away from large gatherings like markets 
and schools, they still come to church services: 
a sure sign that the Church is not only at the 
centre of prevention and care, but that it is also 
a source of hope for a fearful community.
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DR Congo

Responding to Ebola 
Linda Abwa

Over 2000 people have already died following 
the most recent outbreak of Ebola in Eastern 
Congo, officially declared in August 2018. 
Almost 200 health workers have become 
infected while caring for those who are ill. 
Several community health care officers have 
been killed in fearful outbreaks of violence 
against Ebola treatment centres. 

From the outside, being at the centre of the 
Ebola crisis in Eastern DR Congo is perhaps 
the last place that anyone would wish to be. 
But the Anglican Church of Congo is already 
at the centre of community life. The Church 
has not evaded its responsibility to stand with 
vulnerable people at this most critical of times. 

At the end of October, leaders of the Anglican 
and Catholic faiths came together to declare 
their ongoing commitment to fight Ebola, and 
to adopt the best practices published by faith-
based organisations in West Africa following a 
similar crisis there in 2013-2015. This is what 
Archbishop Masimango had to say:

“The main role of the Church at this time 
is to raise awareness. We will work with 
pastors, youth, school heads, Mothers’ 
Union and others so that all can be 
involved together to eradicate this disease.” 

The leaders were vitally encouraged in their 
stance by the recent visit of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby. Bishop Isesomo 
of North Kivu Diocese introduced Archbishop 
Justin to health workers at one of the 
treatment centres near his home. It was 
a significant and influential symbol of the 
Church helping to build confidence in the 
treatment process.

Uganda

Worship in Jerusalem, 
Rhino CampLin

Jenny Smythda Abwa

‘The Church is the only place we can  
run to for the consoling of the wounds  
in our hearts’

What a powerful statement to have heard first 
hand from one of the zonal leaders in Rhino 
Camp Refugee Settlement. 

Many of the people in the camps have been 
displaced three or even four times over the 
years, fleeing renewed rounds of fighting 
and insecurity in South Sudan, experiencing 
unbelievable trauma and loss of homes and 
family. The wounds run very, very deep. The 
healing will take a long, long time. It is hard to 
find places where this can happen: places of 
help, healing and hope in this forgotten, stony, 
barren corner of the world. But as we arrived 
at Jerusalem parish there was singing and 
dancing, a fitting welcome for Bishop Hilary 
who has stood by his people through the 
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“

We can’t speak highly enough of our 
Global Partners and the work they do. 
Many churches in Ireland play an active 
role in supporting such work through 
active partnership links. Do get in touch 
if you’d like to find out more about 
developing a link.

“…despite everything, God 
is building His Church.”

Image: Members of the Jerusalem Parish Choir (Rhino Camp, Uganda)
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Further, longer, deeper

Typically, those who sense God’s call to 
undertake a STEP have already been on a team 
with CMSI and have a desire to go a bit further. 
While teams are a brilliant way to see and 
experience God at work in another context, 
STEPs provide the opportunity for deeper 
engagement and the building-up of genuine 
friendships. This in turn helps to develop trust, 
an understanding of the context and a real sense 

of shared mission. STEPs can also challenge us to 
move out of our comfort zone and allow God’s 
spirit to mould and shape our hearts and minds. 

Our short-term volunteers often comment 
that they gain more from their experiences 
than they’ve been able to give. Many who have 
undertaken STEPs through CMSI are expecting 
to make an impact, but they discover that their 

further, longer, deeper
The value of STEPs

A central aspect of CMSI’s work involves investing in relationships 
between various parts of God’s Church family around the globe. In our 
fast-paced world, we can be easily tempted to bypass the time required 
to truly invest in relationships. That is why we continue to find value 
in the two-way process of sending and receiving people in mission 
– whether through CMSI Teams, Short-Term Experience Placements 
(STEPs) or hosting partner visitors in Ireland.  

own lives have been changed by their encounter 
with the global Church. Often God will use the 
experience to lead them in a new direction. 

In 2020, we have STEPs lined up for nine 
individuals from different parts of Ireland. Each 
of these placements represents a commitment 
to keep the Church at the centre of mission. 
These individuals will support the local 
ministry of our partners and will help deepen 
connections within God’s worldwide family.

One person whose life has been challenged 
and transformed through their overseas 
engagement is Nigel Quinn from Drumbeg 
Parish. Nigel, a retired Barrister, visited Cairo 
on a CMSI team in 2017 and has been back in 
Egypt twice since then, spending time with our 
partners in the Diocese of Egypt. In February, 
Nigel will spend four weeks in February helping 
out at Refuge Egypt, a ministry of the diocese.

Refuge Egypt serves migrants, asylum seekers 
and refugees living in Egypt who have fled 

their original country, and who have well-
founded fears of return due to persecution. 
Speaking about the placement, Nigel said:

“There are so many people in the world 
that nobody cares about, so I want to 
stand alongside those that the world has 
forgotten. I have been very impressed 
and challenged by the work I have seen 
taking place in Cairo by the Diocese of 
Egypt and feel privileged to have the 
opportunity to share in that, even for a 
short period of time.”

Please pray for Nigel and others who are 
taking a leap of faith in 2020 to serve alongside 
our partners, for God’s protection and 
provision each step of the way. And, if you are 
over 18 and are interested in exploring service 
alongside our Global Partners, please get in 
touch - we’d love to hear from you!

Gillian Maganda
Personnel Manager

Image: Nigel Quinn (far right) in Cairo with Linda Abwa and Hugh Crookshanks 
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Further, longer, deeper

In October 2018, former CMSI Mission 
Partner, Billy Smyth co-led a CMSI team to 
Arua, Uganda for a Peace and Reconciliation 
Conference with our South Sudan partners. 
During that visit, Billy felt challenged to play 
a more active role in supporting Bishop 
Hilary and Yei Diocese, where the Smyths had 
previously served. Since then, Billy has been on 
three STEPs in Yei, where he has been helping 
re-establish the Vocational Training Centre. He 
plans to make at least two visits in 2020.

We asked Billy why he felt it was so 
important to once again invest face-to-face 
with South Sudan…

“Our interest in Yei goes back to 2001 when 
we moved to work with Sudanese refugees in 
the West Nile Ecumenical Vocational Training 
Centre (VTC) in Arua, with the late Bishop 
Seme Solomona. He suggested we consider 
moving to Yei to establish a VTC there. So, in 
2003 we moved as a family to South Sudan. 

“In 2004, under the visionary leadership 
of Bishop Hilary, the Yei VTC opened with 
an enrolment of 51 students. Due to family 
reasons we left Yei in 2007 to return home  
but we continued to follow the progress of  
this new nation. We were deeply saddened 
to learn of the outbreak of civil war in 2013, 
causing the VTC to close abruptly when the 
staff all fled for safety. Sometimes the problems 
just seem so big that one feels helpless to 
know how to respond. 

“In 2018, I was honoured to assist Linda Abwa 
with the Peace and Reconciliation Conference 
in Arua for CMSI’s South Sudan partners. While 
there, Bishop Hilary asked me if I might think of 
assisting the diocese to reopen the VTC in Yei. 
I felt convinced this was God allowing me the 

opportunity to do something practical to help 
and support the bishop and the folk in Yei. 

“Many young people have had their lives and 
education disrupted, and so have little hope 
for the future. Despite all the challenges, the 
Church strives to portray the love of Christ, 
by offering opportunities for young people 
to gain a skill: a skill to be proud of, a means 
to support their families, a positive outlook, a 
hope for a brighter tomorrow.  

“It is a privilege to play a small part in this”.

Sharing Our  
Gifts Together

Jenny Smyth (Billy’s wife) adds:
My recent visit to Arua provided a 
symbol of just how strong the bonds of 
family and friendship are with Bishop 
Hilary and Mama Joyce. I was attending 
an ordination service in Rhino Camp 
Refugee Settlement and was sitting near 
Bishop Hilary. I noticed that, when he 
opened his Bible, his bookmark was an 
old photograph of Abigail and Caleb (now 
teenagers) when they were just small 
children. Surely, we are all one family 
in Christ, sharing our gifts together in 
mutual love and support!

On 2nd July 2019, I boarded a plane bound for Kathmandu in 
Nepal. This was to be a very personal and emotional visit as it 
was in memory of my husband, Edwin, who had passed away 
on 1st December 2018.

By Rev Heather Cooke

widening the  
family circle

As a family, we had decided that any monies 
donated in lieu of flowers after the funeral 
would be donated, through CMSI, to SD 
Church’s ministry with a community of people 
suffering from leprosy. This was a work that 
was very close to Edwin’s heart. 

Let me take you back a few years in order 
to explain the beginnings of our family 
connection with our partners in Nepal.

Page 11
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A Nepal Journey

Main Image: Heather in KathmanduImage (top): Billy Smyth in South Sudan with Bishop Moses, Mama Rejoice and MAF pilot Danny Gill Image: Edwin Cooke in Nepal
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In 2009, CMSI brought a team to Nepal that 
included Edwin and two other people from St 
Brigid’s, Mallusk. The visit, which was led by 
Roger Cooke, was to become the first link in 
establishing a close relationship between our 
family, SD Church and the ‘Sharma’* family.

As I discovered for myself, nothing can prepare 
you for the sounds, smells, traffic, weather and 
cultural differences that assault your senses 
when you first arrive in Kathmandu. However, 
there wasn’t much time for cultural adaptation 
for Edwin and the team as they quickly entered 
into their programme at HDCS and SD Church: 
painting, developing a new playground, 
interacting with children and sharing in the 
weekly rhythm of ministry and worship.

The most significant part of the visit for Edwin 
was the visit to Khokana where SD Church had 
established a church fellowship group among 
a community of people suffering from leprosy. 
At first, Edwin was afraid to go, but after 
prayer and an introduction to the leader of the 
Khokana fellowship, he agreed to join the rest 
of the team. It was an experience that would 
change his life. He was moved by the isolation 
and challenges faced by the community, he 

was touched by their worship and he was 
impressed by the faithfulness of the church in 
caring for the physical and spiritual needs of 
these people.

While all the activity was going on, Edwin was 
forging a friendship with the Sharmas that would 
impact our family in the most amazing ways.

On his second trip to Nepal in 2011, Edwin had 
no fears and eagerly looked forward to once 
again sharing with the community at Khokana. 
Our son Adrian was also part of that team. The 
link between the families was well established 
by now: Ram Sharma and Edwin, now friends 
on Facebook, communicated regularly.

When the Sharmas visited Northern Ireland 
in 2014, it was an opportunity for Edwin to 
catch up and for me to meet these wonderful 
people. Up until now, I could only listen to 
the stories and look at photographs; their visit 
meant I could meet with them face to face.

A third team visit to Nepal was planned and 
this time I was hoping to be on the team. 
Unfortunately, for various reasons, the trip was 
postponed and Edwin and I never got to go 

together. As time went by, Edwin’s health and 
fitness began to wane and he realised that he 
would not be able to cope with another trip  
to Kathmandu. 

His diagnosis of cancer on the 5th September 
2018 and his subsequent passing last 
December coincided with a couple from 
SD Church losing one of their family. Roger 
Thompson was in Kathmandu at that time 
and went to visit them (on the same day 
as Edwin’s funeral). As they sat grieving in 
Kathmandu, they prayed for me and my family 
as we grieved for Edwin. Earlier that day, 
lots of the church members at SD Church 
met to pray for us. Ram then sent a message 
that was read at Edwin’s funeral. This was a 
great encouragement to us and showed how 
families in different parts of the world can 
share in grief and pray for one another.

A few weeks after the funeral I went to the 
CMSI office to chat about the allocation of 
any money that had been raised. I casually 
mentioned that “I would love to go to Nepal”. 
Within a month, it was confirmed that I had  
a seat on the plane and initial preparations  
were begun.

My own visit was emotional, amazing, 
challenging and life changing. Two things 
stand out in particular: I got to give gifts to 
people at the Khokana fellowship in Edwin’s 
memory and I preached at their Sunday 
morning service. 

As I sat on the concrete floor in the heat looking 
out over the mountains and listening to the 
worship, I couldn’t help but imagine my husband 
sitting in the same spot. Some of the people there 
remembered him and shared in my grief. They 
prayed for me and were overjoyed with their 
gifts. I preached from Hebrews 2 on Jesus being 
perfected by suffering – it was a time of mutual 
comforting as we united in prayer and worship.

It was the same when I visited the couple that 
had prayed for me, with Roger Thompson, 
when their own relative had died. I was able 
to thank them and rejoice with them that 
together we were walking through our sorrow 
while supporting one another.

My time in Nepal was a special experience that 
highlighted how, as God’s family, we can help 
and support one another in challenging times, 
even when thousands of miles apart.

* The names have been changed



“Links have moved 
beyond partnership to 
friendship… a deeper  
stage of relationship”

It’s over three years since I last visited Maridi. 
This time I wasn’t going to Maridi, but Maridi 
was coming to me! As I counted down the 
weeks to Bishop Moses and Mama Rejoice’s 
visit, the excitement was building: excitement 
of seeing my friends, introducing them to 
my family and the opportunity to return the 
love and hospitality that I experienced when I 
visited them. 

and plans; being sensitive to our visitors’ 
personal needs and helping them to adjust to 
situations they find themselves in. Key to all 
of this is listening and being open to what the 
Holy Spirit is revealing.  

We also enjoyed laughter, but one morning, 
our shared chuckling got me thinking...

After some deliberation, I had decided 
porridge might be the right breakfast – 
although I hadn’t eaten it in Maridi, it seemed 
to me to be of similar texture to some other 
foods I had tried there. We had just sat down 
one morning when I realised I had forgotten 
to put the sugar bowl on the table. I swiftly 
hopped up to retrieve the missing item and 
returned to the table to find Bishop and Mama 
laughing. “Everything is fast here” they shared.

It got me thinking about how our pace of 
life is driven by speed. How fast can we get 
things done? Speed is facilitated by machines. 
Machines to wash clothes and dishes, to cook, 
heat and boil, to transport us. Machines allow 
multitasking and the faster we get things 
done the more we can fit in. This pace of life 

is a world away from that of Maridi; there 
are certainly no machines there. It made me 
consider just how much of a challenge our pace 
of life might be for people visiting. As for me, 
am I setting time to get out of the fast lane, pull 
into the lay-by and recharge? As Jesus puts it 
(Mark 6:31): “Come off by yourselves; let’s take 
a break and get a little rest.” 

On our last morning together, I drove Bishop 
Moses and Mama Rejoice to their next 
engagement – at St Gall’s, Carnalea. It was 
a beautiful dry and sunny morning to enjoy 
lush green landscapes and quaint and pretty 
villages. On arrival we were received with a 
really warm welcome and a tour of the church 
and its buildings. All too soon it was time 
for me to leave to collect the children from 
school. As I drove along, my heart was full but 
my brain was racing.

The overriding thought was of the way in 
which St Gall’s is using their ‘place’ to serve 
the community and their faithfulness to their 
link with Maridi. Their Sudan Action Group 
have an entire noticeboard with a timeline in 
words and pictures of their commitment and 
support to their brothers and sisters in Maridi. 
15 years of unwavering faithfulness in their 
support through prayer, going and giving 
spoke volumes to my heart. That is truly 
‘doing’ church.

Thank you, Bishop Moses and Mama Rejoice 
for your sacrifice and willingness to come and 
share in our lives in Ireland. A first visit from 
a new bishop and his wife was full of new 
experiences. With many events, invites and 
visits all across Down and Dromore Diocese, 
links have been renewed, strengthened and 
started. In many cases links have moved 
beyond partnership to friendship. This is a 
deeper stage of relationship – one of raw 
openness, honesty, trust, a sharing of the heart 
and spirit, rooted in love through Christ.

Praise God for the new things He has begun!

Nina Coffey is a CMSI Star and volunteer who, for several 
years, has had an active engagement with our partners in 
Maridi Diocese, South. Having previously visited Maridi, Nina 
recently helped to host our visitors from the diocese - Bishop 
Moses Zungo and Mama Rejoice. We asked Nina to share some 
reflections on this return visit.*

Hosting our partners involves the privilege of 
sharing our home and our things. It is the rich 
blessing of spending time together: valuable 
time sharing in prayer and teaching; talking 
and learning from and about each other; 
catching up on news of people, the economic 
and security situation in our partner diocese; 
learning about their current challenges, needs 

Porridge, partnership and warm welcomes
inmission

Winter 2019

Page 15

inmission
Winter 2019 Porridge, partnership and warm welcomes

Page 14 Image: A welcome hug for Bishop Moses by Nina’s daughter *This is an abridged version of a blog that Nina posted on the CMSI website.

porridge, partnership 
and warm welcomes
Lessons in hospitality

“
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Suspended generosity
If you’re the sort of person who regularly 
spends time in cafés, you may be aware 
of the ‘suspended coffee’ movement. I 
was first introduced to the concept at a 
not-for-profit cafe that I used to frequent in 
South Belfast, but coffee houses throughout 
Ireland run similar schemes.

When you’re ordering your coffee you 
can buy an extra cuppa – or more – to be 
placed ‘on hold’ for someone who doesn’t 
have the means to pay for their own. You 
pay it forward, so that others can benefit in 
the future. 

Over many years, CMSI and our Global 
Partners have benefitted enormously 
from the generosity of individuals who 
have paid it forward by remembering the 
society in their wills. In addition to their 
own active connection with the society and 
their investment in global mission during 
their own lifetime, they have considered 
those whom CMSI will serve in the future. 
These individuals have left a final gift to the 
society – leaving a legacy that will continue 
to bring blessing to others. 

Blessing the global Church
In recent years, legacy donations have helped 
support a wide range of Global Partner 
programmes, including:

• Nepal – ongoing medical support and 
shelter following 2015 earthquake

• South Sudan – resettling displaced 
families with agriculture start-up packs

• Rwanda – Support for an income 
generating goat project in Kibungo 
Diocese

• Burundi – Transport for clergy and 
additional funding for church building

In 2010, CMSI received a large legacy, 
earmarked for the support of children in 
Uganda. The bequest included some farmland 
and the rental income has enabled us to 
provide ongoing support to programmes run 
by our Global Partners in Luweero Diocese and 
Madi West Nile Diocese.

Funds have been sent to Luweero Diocese for 
an early childhood programme, while Kiwoko 
Hospital received support for their children’s 
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ward and a summer children’s programme. 
Support was also provided for work with 
children in refugee camps in Madi West Nile 
and to help with the development of a new 
centre for children and young people at the 
old cathedral site in Arua. 

More recently, funds from this legacy have 
been used to support other organisations 
known to CMSI, who are working with children 
in Uganda. In October, Jenny Smyth spent 
some time visiting some of these programmes, 
including Chilli Children in Rukingiri, south 
west Uganda. Jenny writes:

“Chilli children is an inspirational 
programme of support for children 
with disabilities. Evas, one of the first 
Occupational Therapists to train in Uganda, 
has been heading up Chilli Children’s 
disability services for the past 20 years. Evas 
runs a regular clinic to screen children and 
refer them for ongoing medical support. She 
has developed a fantastic rehabilitation unit 
offering therapy to families of children with 
disabilities, training up a team of helpers. 

“A special unit and boarding facility has been 
constructed at the local church primary 
school, offering integrated education for 
children with hearing impairment, physical 
and learning disabilities. A team of outreach 
workers carry out community clinics and 
home visits to sensitise folk about the 
support services available to families of 
disabled children. CMSI was recently able 
to fund the purchase of a new motorbike for 
one of the outreach workers - a small but 
significant contribution to the wonderful 
work of chilli children – made possible 
through a generous legacy gift.”

Investing in CMSI
In addition to the various bequests 
that have been earmarked for specific 
countries or partner programmes, CMSI 
has also benefitted from general legacies 
that have been left in support of the 
core work of the society. Without such 
generous donations, it’s likely that CMSI 
would have ceased to exist long ago. At 
the very least, our impact and the scope 
of our work would have been severely 
diminished. 

We want to say a huge thank you to 
those families whose loved ones have 
left a legacy for CMSI.

We’d love to see more people choosing 
to ‘pay it forward’ by including CMSI 
in their will. It is a simple, effective and 
very meaningful way to making a lasting 
difference. By remembering CMSI in this 
way, you can help the Church offer hope 
and healing in the midst of suffering and 
brokenness.  

If you’d like to find out more about writing  
a will or how to include CMSI in your will,  
do get in touch or visit the legacy pages  
on the website.

paying it forward
Investing in future blessings

“These individuals have 
left a final gift… that will 
continue to bring blessing 
to others.”
“
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Snippets
inmission

Winter 2019

Page 19

Snippets
inmission
Winter 2019

Page 18

snippets 
cmsi news in brief

In the middle
Work is well underway on the 2020 
version of our annual Sunday school 
resource. Entitled, In The Middle, the 
resource introduces the work of CMSI’s 
Global Partners in Burundi – the Dioceses 
of Gitega and Matana. 

Using lessons from the Bible and stories 
from our partners, the material will help 
young people explore the role of local 
churches at the heart of mission. 

The new resource will be launched on 
20th January. It can be ordered on the 
CMSI website or you can pick up a pack 
at one of Impact roadshow events (see 
back cover). If you are a church leader 
or Sunday school teacher, this is a great 
way to educate and inspire your children 
about global mission.

Making It Count
In recent months, lots of our members 
and supporters have been finding creative 
ways of raising funds for CMSI’s Mission 
Resource Fund.

As highlighted in Summer Snippets, 
Elizabeth Foye (Ballyholme Parish) 
donated a large collection of paintings 
by her late husband, Allen as a way of 
raisingfunds for CMSI. We were able to 
come to an arrangement with Ross’s 
auctioneers in Belfast and they have been 
including a small selection of the paintings 
in their weekly auction lists. We’re delighted 
to report that a number of the paintings 
have already been sold – and we’re hoping 
that there’s more to come!

Nina Coffey (Seapatrick Parish) arrived at 
the Ignite conference in September with 30 
jars of homemade jam, which she offered 

AMS Advent Carols
On Sunday 1st December, we’re once again 
joining with our colleague agencies in the 
Association of Mission Societies (AMS) to host 
a service of Advent carols and global stories.

 This year’s event is taking place in St Mark’s, 
Armagh and we’d love to see lots of the CMSI 
family there. The service begins at 7pm and 
will be followed by refreshments.

Briggs out and about

Having said goodbye to Kenya and returned to 
Ireland in September, Ronnie and Maggie have 
been adjusting to life back in County Down. 
In addition to looking for new jobs and a new 
house, they’ve been out and about at their 
link churches, sharing some of their recent 
news and thanking the many churches and 
individuals who have been supporting them 
and their work. If you’d like to hear from the 
Briggs, please contact the office for details of 
their upcoming speaking engagements.

Waiting for the move
In our last edition of inMission, we shared 
news of a pending move for CMSI’s Belfast 
office. Three months on, we’re still in 
Dargan Road, waiting for the dotting of 
some ‘i’s and crossing of some ‘t’s. We’d 
hoped to host a Winter Warmer event at 
the new office in the run up to Christmas, 
but it looks as though it’ll be the start of 
the New Year before we can welcome you 
to the new offices, which are above the 
café at Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park, 
near Drumbeg. Please continue to pray for 
a smooth transition and for the staff team.

to delegates in return for donations to the 
MR Fund. 

Joan Farrell (St Gall’s, Carnalea) – had a 
busy time at the recent ‘Artisan Christmas 
Fayre’ in the parish. In addition to running 
a Marketplace stall with crafts from CMSI’s 
Global Partners, Joan also sold some 
handbags and scarves, organised a raffle, 
and ran a ‘nearly new’ stall, with proceeds 
going towards CMSI.

Our Make It Count initiative encourages 
parishes or individuals to host a 
community event or organise a 
fundraising initiative to help increase 
much-needed support for our MR Fund. 
We’d love to see more people investing 
in CMSI’s future in this way, so do let 
us know of any ways in which you’re 
planning to make it count.
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CMSI Roadshow Events 2020
A one-hour programme of news and stories from CMSI and our partners, followed by 

refreshments and chat with staff and other supporters. There’s also a chance to pick up 
the new Children’s Resource and other material for your church.

Impact Cork
Sun 9th Feb, 3pm

Canon Packham Halls, Douglas

Impact Bangor  
Mon 10th Feb, 7:30pm  
Ballyholme Parish Halls

Impact Dublin  
Mon 10th Feb, 8pm  

Kill O’ The Grange Halls

Impact Belfast   
Mon 20th Jan, 7:30pm  

St Mark’s, Dundela

Impact Armagh 
Wed 22nd Jan, 7:30pm  

St Mark’s Halls

Impact Ballymena 
Sun 26th Jan, 3pm  

St Patrick’s Halls

Impact Bushmills  
Wed 29th Jan, 7:30pm  
Dunluce Parish Centre

Impact Enniskillen
Sun 2nd Feb, 3pm
St Macartin’s Halls

Impact Drumbeg  
Wed 5th Feb, 8pm  

Drumbeg Parish Halls


