
Outward looking,  
outward giving 
"That world ‘out there’ remains a world 
loved by God, and therefore a world in 
which we must play our part with 
courage, integrity and wisdom.”  
(Archbishop Richard Clarke,  
General Synod 2018) 

In April, I attended All In - a mission 
conference hosted by the Methodist 
Church in Ireland. 


It was an excellent day of challenge and 
inspiration, reminding us that prayer is the 
heart and soul of mission. Prayer is the 
starting point of mission, where we listen 
to God and seek His direction, as well as 
the purpose of mission, to bring people 
into communication with God.


I was reminded afresh that God is present 
in the darkest, most difficult places in His 
world and He calls us to join Him in what 
He is already doing there. We must 
continue to cross bridges over our own 
fears and anxieties to the places God 
wants us to get involved.


We were challenged at the conference to 
look for the light – God’s people – in those 
dark places and to support them in 
whatever way we can. 


CMSI works with many who shine out in 
the darkness and we are thankful for the 
faithful partnerships that you and others 
are engaged in: partnerships that rely on 
prayer, listening, sharing and generous 
giving.


In his address to General Synod, 
Archbishop Richard also reminded us:


“If we are serious about being an 
outward looking Church, we must also  
be an outward giving Church.” 

May I encourage you to prayerfully 
consider our 50:20:10 Challenge? 
Supporting CMSI’s Mission Resource 
Fund will enable us to continue to equip 
the Church, wherever it may be in mission.


Thank you for your 
prayers and your 
participation with CMSI.


Jenny Smyth 
[Mission Director]
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In CMSI's Belfast office, the month of May 
signals the arrival of lots of colourful pictures 
and posters for the Children’s Resource 
competition. This year’s focus was on Egypt - 
with Bible lessons about Joseph and stories 
of ‘crossing bridges’ from the Diocese of 
Egypt.


Competition winners will be selected and 
announced in the coming weeks.

Crossing Bridges Competition

Outward looking,  
outward giving 

‘That world ‘out there’ remains a world 
loved by God, and therefore a world in 
which we must play our part with 
courage, integrity and wisdom.’  
(Archbishop Richard Clarke,  
General Synod 2018) 

In April, I attended All In - a mission 
conference hosted by the Methodist 
Church in Ireland. 


It was an excellent day of challenge and 
inspiration, reminding us that prayer is 
the heart and soul of mission. Prayer is 
the starting point of mission, where we 
listen to God and seek his direction, as 
well as the purpose of mission, to bring 
people into communication with God.


‘He took one of the stones there, set it 
under his head and lay down to sleep. 
And he dreamed: A stairway was set on 
the ground and it reached all the way to 
the sky; angels of God were going up 
and going down on it.’ [Gen 28:11-12] 
Over the past year, our Annual Theme has 
inspired us to think about Crossing 
Bridges in mission - making connections 
with different people in different places. 
The context has been primarily horizontal. 

But there is also a vertical aspect to 
consider. As depicted in Jacob’s dream, 
as exemplified in Jesus’ baptism, 
transfiguration and ascension, as 
experienced on the Day of Pentecost, the 
bridge between heaven and earth has 
been opened up. We have access to 
heavenly resources.


As we reach out and cross over to change 
lives in our world, we must keep investing 
in that upward connection. Please do 
keep CMSI and our partners in your 
prayers over these summer months. 


Enjoy the snippets!


Roger Cooke [Editor]



Renewing hope in South Sudan
“Yei has been devastated by the 
ongoing crisis that has engulfed the 
entire country and particularly the 
region of greater Yei. The diocese lost 
over 150,000 into refuge. This has 
reduced the capacity of the Church in 
Yei and made all our sources of survival 
as a Church community to vanish. 
During the peak of the crisis, we 
witnessed destruction of property, 
killings of innocent members of our  
Church community and massive 
displacement of people both in the rural 
areas of Yei and the urban population as 
well. This has led to a catastrophic 
humanitarian situation for our people.” 

This was the opening to a message from 
Bishop Hilary [Yei, South Sudan] to a 
CMSI team from Lisburn Cathedral in 
April, just before they visited him and 
many of his displaced clergy in Uganda.


Bishop Hilary asked the team to take 
part in a conference and retreat for 
clergy from the nearby refugee camp, 
Rhino Camp. The event took part in 
Bishop Allison Theological College in 
Arua. Of the 31 clergy who attended, 
many had not seen each other since 
they had fled their homes in Yei Diocese, 

some two years previously. The week 
together was a place of cathartic sharing 
of stories; it was a privilege to be part of 
this special gathering. 


Bishop Hilary shared part of his own 
story:


“I chose to remain in Yei because of the 
remnants of our people. They needed 
my presence and encouragement. I 
hate to be displaced from my space 
and hate what I saw being done to our 
people. But I am also greatly 
traumatised and stressed.  

“I am now like a chief who receives all 
the complaints, the fears, the concerns 
and I am expected to provide the 
solutions to address those challenges. 
The children's school fees, the dying, 
the hungry, the lost and of course those 
who could not flee to refuge. In all 
these, I am handicapped.” 

The theme of Bishop Hilary’s story is 
similar to many of those that we heard at 
the retreat. He and his clergy must 
manage their own personal trauma and 
weariness, while holding this in tension 
with a great burden of responsibility for 
others. As Church leaders, they know 
that the Christian message and 
community is the only source of hope in 
these wearying times. Therefore they do 
not grow weary in doing good. 


Bishop Hilary says:


“I am sending out this message to any 
well-wishers who could extend help to 

us through our lead partners CMS 
Ireland. As Yei is becoming calm and 
relatively peaceful, we are compelled to 
begin looking at redressing the pain, 
hurt and hopelessness of the situation. 
I am living with the traumatised, the 
stressed and those seeking to regain 
their hope, new hope.”  

Bishop Hilary is planning a similar retreat 
for the clergy who remained in Yei. He 
says:


“They have been encouraging the 
congregations with the gospel, burying 
the dead and carrying out courageous 
ministry supporting the people to stand 
firm since nothing will separate them 
from the love of Christ.” 

CMSI will support this retreat and 
additional training from our South Sudan 
Emergency Fund. Please pray for all who 
are wearied, including Bishop Hilary, and 
pray that their retreat time during 4th – 9th 
June will truly refresh the clergy of Yei.


Linda Abwa  
(Partnership Coordinator, South Sudan)

Nearly 60 million people around the world 
are currently living as refugees. CMSI’s 
Global Partners are significantly affected, 
especially in South Sudan, DR Congo, 
Burundi and Rwanda. The International 
Week Of The Refugee is a time for us to 
reflect, pray and take action:


 “He defends the cause of the fatherless  
 and the widow, and loves the foreigner  
 residing among you, giving them food  
 and clothing.’ [Deuteronomy 10:18]  

Remember our displaced and exiled 
Global Partners: the Dioceses of Olo, Yei 
and Kajo-Keji in South Sudan; the 
Dioceses of North Kivu and Kindu in DR 
Congo; the Dioceses of Gitega and 
Matana in Burundi.


 “You shall treat the stranger who  
 sojourns with you as the native among  
 you, and you shall love him as yourself,  
 for you were strangers in the land of  
 Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  
 [Leviticus 19:33-34] 


Remember host nations and especially 
our Global Partners within areas receiving 
refugees and internally displaced people: 
Madi West Nile Diocese, Uganda; 
Kibungo Diocese, Rwanda; Bukavu 
Diocese, DR Congo; Maridi and Ibba 
Dioceses, South Sudan. 


 “Carry one another’s burdens and in this  
 way you will fulfil the requirements of the  
 law of Christ.” [Galatians 6:2]  

Remember CMSI and parishes around 
Ireland as we seek to respond to our 
partners who have been displaced, and  
to provide support to those partners who 
are receiving displaced people and 
refugees.

International Week Of The Refugee [18th - 24th June] 
Please join CMSI in praying for those who have been uprooted and displaced and for all who care for them.

Global Focus

Bishop Hilary in Rhino Camp

Lisburn Cathedral team with Yei clergy



It all began with five Christian men from 
Greenisland, who got involved with ‘The 
Walk of 1000 Men/Walk Ulster’ in 1995. 
Inspired by their experience, the men set 
up an evangelism group in Greenisland 
and continued spreading the gospel near 
and far. 


Two of the group (John Milliken and Tony 
Jones) then took part in ‘Walk Kenya’ - 
living and working among the Maasai 
people in southwest Kenya. This visit had 
a huge impact on both John and Tony, 
especially meeting the children. Many of 
them had been orphaned by AIDS and 
other diseases, but were nevertheless full 
of joy and hope.


ACM was formed when John and Tony - 
together with a third friend, Trevor Eccles 
- shared a vision to do something 
practical to support Kenyan children. In 
2005, after much prayer and thought, 
they set about opening a market stall in 
Greenisland Parish car park on Saturday 
mornings.  


Trevor had contacts in the retail industry 
and was able to access groceries and 
other goods at discount prices, which 
were very much welcomed by people in 
the community. The stall stayed open 
Saturday by Saturday, come rain, snow 
and even gales, and the locals faithfully 
supported it with their custom.


In 2008, they expanded to a permanent 
shop in Carrickfergus, opening six days a 
week (and still running the weekly 
market). In 2015, ACM moved to 
purpose-built premises attached to the 
parish hall at Greenisland, where they 
continue trading to this day.  


As well as raising tens of thousands of 
pounds for development projects in 
Kenya, the shop has also been a great 
blessing to people in the parish – 
providing low-cost food to many who 
struggle with their weekly bills, along with 
work placements for people in need of 
job opportunities, including former 
prisoners.


The generous donation to CMSI from 
ACM will help fund a water project in 
Oltiasika (Diocese of Kajiado), 
constructing concrete roofs for three 
giant underground rainwater catchment 
tanks (like the one pictured below). This 
work is also supported by the Diocese of 
Tuam, who sent a team, including Bishop 
Patrick Rooke, to visit Kenya last 
November.


CMSI wants to say a huge thank you to 
the ACM team, and the wider parish at 
Greenisland, for their generous support. 

CMSI recently received donations totalling £9,000 from a group in Greenisland Parish (Connor) called ‘African Child 
Ministries’ (ACM). Roger Thompson - Partnership Coordinator for Kenya, Nepal and Zambia - went to meet the 
group to find out more…

Good news in Greenisland
Ireland Focus

We love hearing from parishes, groups and individuals about the different things they do to raise awareness 
and raise funds for CMSI and our partners. We’re happy to promote your events on our Facebook page or 

feature your story on our shiny, new website. Just get in touch to tell us what you’re up to.
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Board of Trustees


At April's AGM, Rev Adrian Dorrian was 
re-elected as Chair of CMSI’s Board of 
Trustees. Also re-elected were Rev 
Caroline Casserly-Farrar, Norman 
Jackson, Niall Manogue, David 
Reynolds and Ven Stephen McWhirter. 
One new trustee was appointed - Prof 
Frank Dobbs from Agherton Parish. 
These seven join Louise Talbot Beirne 
and Olwen Laird, who were each elected 
in 2017.


Please pray for this, your board, as they 
help guide CMSI in the coming years.


Give thanks too for those who stepped 
down from the board at the AGM: Trevor 
Buchanan, Rev Matthew Hagan, Dr 
David Shepherd.


New Website is live 
After a few false starts, the new CMSI 
website was launched on 1st May. It’s 
clear, bright and colourful and will 
hopefully be a helpful way to share news, 
stories and information from CMSI.


CMSI at New Horizon 
Look out for CMSI in the Mission 
Resources area at New Horizon in early 
August. Pray that this will provide 
opportunities to engage with those 
interested in mission placements.


CMSI Teams and Visits 

At the time of writing, a team from 
Kilcronaghan Parish (pictured) is visiting 
partners in Madi West Nile Diocese 
Uganda, along with Partnership 
Coordinator, Kelly Yates.


Over the summer months, two CMSI 
Teams will visit Kenya (Kajiado Diocese 
and UDP, Nairobi) and a team will visit 
Shyogwe Diocese in Rwanda.


July also sees Jenny Smyth leading a 
partner visit to Burundi with Archbishop 
Michael Jackson and former trustee Rev 
Dr Paddy McGlinchey.


The Baker Family 

Paul, Tania and Lana finished-up at 
Kiwoko Hospital (Uganda) in March and 
returned to Ireland to set-up home and 
complete their final home assignment 
with CMSI. 


They are currently touring round support 
churches to share stories and thanks. If 
you’d like to hear them speak, contact 
the offices for their Sunday schedule. 
They’ll also be sharing at Ignite in 
September.


Communications Update 
As you’ll be aware, the new GDPR 
legislations take effect from 25th May.


If you still want to receive news and 
updates from CMSI, please refresh your 
communications’ preferences by 
contacting the offices, completing a pink 
form or visiting our website.


CMSI family snippets

Saturday 15th September 
Dromantine Retreat & 

Conference Centre, Newry

Friday Extra on 14th

Early Booking Discount  
until 30th June!

“There is a real sense of 
belonging and sharing in the 
common purpose of serving 

God in mission. It was uplifting, 
sending us back to our parishes 

refreshed and renewed!”

CMSI Annual Conference

“Lovely spacious venue in 
beautiful surroundings.” 2018


