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wonder of
the world
As you read this, I will be in Zambia. 

It’ll be my second time in the country. My 
previous visit lasted for about 10 minutes. I 
crossed over the bridge that marks the border 
between Zimbabwe and Zambia. The bridge 
spans the great Zambezi River in front of one 
of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World 
- the Victoria Falls. I walked across because I 
wanted to see what this wonderful creation 
looked like from another perspective. I was  
not disappointed. Mosi-oa-Tunya (‘The Smoke 
that Thunders’) is impressive: an assault on all 
the senses.

On this visit to Zambia, I have the privilege of 
accompanying Archbishop Richard Clarke, 
Patron of CMSI, and Rev Adrian Dorrian, the 
Chair of our Board of Trustees. 

CMSI has been facilitating partnership links 
between churches in Ireland and the Diocese 
of Northern Zambia, led by Archbishop Albert 
Chama, for 23 years. These links have provided 
new insights into what mission looks like 
from different perspectives. Like all of our 
partnerships, this has been a bridging point, 
offering opportunities for people to cross over, 
to visit one another and to join together in the 
life and ministry of the Church.

During our visit we will study 1 Peter. Peter is 
known as ‘the apostle of hope’:

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have 
been born anew to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead’.  
(1 Peter 1:3).
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We will ask such questions as: How does 
the Church in Zambia share this ‘living hope’ 
with those in need? How can we support one 
another within the worldwide family of God  
as we step out in mission?

In this edition of inMission, you will read 
accounts from our global partners of how 
they seek to proclaim good news in their 
communities. It’s the good news of a Creator 
God, who first crossed over into our broken 
world to demonstrate His love, a love that brings 
living hope, a love with the power to transform 
each of us and our communities. 

As you read these stories and participate in the 
seasons of Lent and Easter, may you marvel 
afresh at the true Wonder of the World, the One 
who crossed into death so that we could cross 
over and receive life in all its fullness.

Jenny Smyth
Mission Director

Image: Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe side (Photo by Alessandro / CC BY 2.0)
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If you’ve had any connection with CMSI in 
recent years, then this language – a basic 
summary of the organisation – will be 
familiar. It appears in much of our literature 
and some version of it will generally be 
shared whenever one of our staff team 
speaks at an event or church gathering.

It’s tempting to overlook such statements. 
People generally champion actions over words 
and practice over theory, so the language 
CMSI uses to describe itself can easily be 
dismissed. But what CMSI says about itself 
is important – especially if this shapes and 
informs the things we choose to do and the 
ways in which we do them.

Across Ireland, there are hundreds of  
different mission agencies. While many of 
these organisations share common ground, 
each has a slightly different focus and a 
distinct approach to where, how and with 
whom it works.

So, what is CMSI’s particular ‘flavour’? What 
makes us distinctive?

Our annual theme this year, ‘Crossing Bridges’ 
offers us the helpful metaphor of bridging 
points: places where people are able to cross 
over, points of connection which enable life 
and community to grow and flourish. 

Three of the things that characterise CMSI are 
bridging points: the Cross, the Church and our 
way of working.

The Cross
On a recent visit to Egypt, the CMSI team from 
Drumbeg Parish stayed in a retreat centre 
run by the Coptic Church. The entire floor of 
the main chapel was beautifully adorned in 
multi-coloured rugs, but in the centre of the 
sanctuary, a large cross was marked out in 
white rugs. When we first entered the chapel, a 
shaft of bright light was illuminating the centre 
of the cross, where a tree stump (signifying 
the Tree of Life) was positioned. There was 
no doubting the focal point of this place of 
worship and reflection.

For CMSI and for our partners, 
the Cross is at the core: it’s the 
focal point of all we do. 

Jesus’ death on the cross – his act of sacrifice, 
atonement, redemption and reconciliation - is 
at the very heart of the ‘good news’ that the 
churches we work with share.

‘CMSI is a Christian mission agency.’ We’re not 
an aid organisation, nor are we an international 
development agency. Yes, much of the work in 
which our partners are engaged does involve 
practical help and ‘social action’; in this work, 
we seek to follow good development practice. 
But these things are always part of the bigger 
picture of holistic care, which sees ‘spiritual’ and 
‘physical’ as inseparable. 

We want to see hungry people fed, sick people 
healed, children educated, displaced people 

CMSI is a Christian mission organisation that exists to help 
God’s people engage in God’s mission. We make connections 
between different parts of God’s global family and we equip 
churches and individuals as they work together to share 
God’s transforming love.



welcomed; we want to see all people given 
an opportunity to learn, grow and thrive. But 
we also long to see people discover new life 
through faith in Christ, to see communities 
transformed by the power of the Cross. 

For I am not ashamed of this Good News 
about Christ. It is the power of God at work, 
saving everyone who believes.  
(Romans 1:16).

At Easter, we are reminded that the Cross 
is the ultimate ‘bridging point’ – the place 
where people cross over from old life to new, 
the place of hope and healing, the site of the 
miraculous exchange: all of our sinfulness to 
Jesus, all of his righteousness to us.
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The Church
As anyone who watched the opening 
ceremony of the Winter Olympics in South 
Korea will be fully aware, we are surely 
living in ‘the age of the drone’. As part of 
the programme in PyeongChang, television 
audiences were treated to a spectacular 
light show involving 1218 pre-programmed 
‘shooting star’ drones (a world record); 
the show culminated in a huge suspended 
display of the Olympic Rings.

Of course, unmanned aerial vehicles are 
nothing new. The world’s military have 
been using them for many years to wage 
‘remote war’. 

When individuals and churches in Ireland 
engage in global mission, there’s a danger 
of adopting a drone approach, something 
remote and, at its worst, controlling. We 
identify the change we want to see take 
place in another part of the world, we outline 
our objectives, establish our timelines and 
set out our parameters for ‘success’. Then we 
twist some controls and pull some strings to 
make the change happen.

If the Incarnation teaches us anything, it’s 
that God’s approach to mission is never 
detached and remote. It’s up-close-and-

Bridging points
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personal, it’s face-to-face, it’s flesh and 
blood. That’s why, within the global body 
of Christ, mission is always best when it’s 
expressed locally.

For CMSI, the local church is central to 
the work of mission. The local church, 
wherever in the world it is, is God’s chosen 
instrument for the spread of His Kingdom.

Our partners are the ones who know their 
own contexts best; they know the needs 
of their people and how to address those 
needs most effectively. They set the agenda 
and identify their mission priorities. Our role 
- and the role of those who engage with 
our partners – is to respect their leadership 
and wisdom; to listen, to draw alongside, 
to support their vision and, where we can, 
to join them in their work. Of course, in the 
context of true partnership, there’s room to 
offer advice or ask difficult questions, but 
ultimately, we are the servants of our global 
partners, not their masters.

‘CMSI exists to help God’s people  
engage in God’s mission.’ 

It’s this commitment to local churches, 
along with the desire to prioritise our 
partners’ priorities, that makes CMSI so 
passionate about helping our partners to 
train church leaders. Strong local churches 
need strong, wise leaders who are rooted 
in Christ and in the Word of God.

The Church is a bridging point, a place 
where people can cross over to find help 
and receive God’s love, a place where new 
life and community can flourish.

The CMSI approach
CMSI also seeks to be a bridging point. 
We want to ‘make connections between 
different parts of God’s global family’, 
to develop partnership links that bring 
blessings to both sides, to help people 
cross over from Ireland to the global 
Church and back in the other direction.

Our vision is to see churches supporting 
churches as they each engage in 
their local mission. We want to help 
bring global perspectives to local 
churches, to provide mutual sharing and 
companionship across the worldwide 
Church. That’s why we invest so much 
time and resources in facilitating visits and 
mission placements in both directions, 
that’s why so much of our work involves 
developing partnership links, that’s why 
we produce our Children’s Resource 
and speak in so many church gatherings 
across Ireland. 

At the heart of all this work is the ultimate 
desire to ‘share God’s transforming love’, 
something that we see so clearly in the 
story of the Cross, in the ministry of our 
partners in Africa and Nepal and in the 
lives of those who belong to the wider 
CMSI family.

Bridging points

At Easter, we are 
reminded that the 
Cross is the ultimate 
‘bridging point’…

Thank you for playing your part in helping 
CMSI to change lives. We pray that you – 
and your church – will be bridging points for 
others to cross over and discover new life. 
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bridges of  
help and hope

CMSI Partnership Coordinator, Linda Abwa 
brings us bridging stories from some of her 
partners in South Sudan, DR Congo and Egypt.

Image: Gusour Cultural Centre, Cairo
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A bridging point 
in times of crisis
Yei Diocese, South Sudan

 
In a country where community tensions are 
high even among people of the same faith, 
Yei Diocesan Secretary, David Luate, recently 
gave the following report:

“Through its mission work, the Diocese  
of Yei has united the communities living 
within the town into one strong Christian 
body that stands with the truth of life in 
Jesus our Lord and Saviour. Our pastors  
are drawn from all communities of South 
Sudan regions. 

“When the crisis started in June and 
July 2016, the Episcopal Diocese of Yei, 
specifically Immanuel Cathedral, turned 
into a centre where the bishop encouraged 
the Internally Displaced People (IDPs) to 
start a new life. His encouragement to 
them built hope for the hopeless (Proverbs 
31:7-8). 

“As the situation worsened, many people 
– including the most vulnerable – made 
their commitment to die for Christ in the 
cathedral. The situation was such that 
there was even one woman who gave birth 
at the church site, which has become a 
remarkable story in the life of the diocese.

“Through the humble leadership of Bishop 
Hilary Luate Adeba, people got holistic 
support from the Church, government 
and help from national and international 
humanitarian organisations. The bishop also 
committed himself to voice our security 
concerns for the voiceless. He spoke on 
Miraya FM and other media channels, for 
the world to know that the Church exists 
and stands to serve its people in Yei Town. 

“The end result is that the Episcopal Diocese 
of Yei is fully recognised by the community 
and the people of South Sudan as a bridging 
point - a place where people find new life 
and hope through the preaching of Christ  
who was crucified for the redemption  
of mankind.”

As the tensions rose throughout 2017, many 
of these IDPs eventually left Yei and became 
refugees in northern Uganda, where Bishop 
Hilary has continued to bridge the gap for 
his people in the camps. CMSI has partnered 
with Yei Diocese to enable clergy from Yei to 
minister in the camps and maintain the bridge 
of hope and peace, even while displaced. 

On 24th December 2017, a further peace 
agreement was signed and Bishop Hilary 
reported the following:

“Yei is experiencing returning refugees 
from the camps and peace seems clearly 
needed in people’s minds. Again the 
Church is expected to provide for the basic 
needs of the returnees, which presents 
another hurdle. Those returning need 
shelters, food, water, medical services, 
schools and of course safety, which is  
not for the Church only.”

It is very clear that in the troubled journeys 
of the people of Yei as displaced people, then 
refugees, then returnees, the one constant is 
the presence of the Church as a bridging point, 
a place of community and hope.

Image: Food distribution at Immanuel Cathedral, Yei
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A bridge through Africa’s 
longest conflict
North Kivu Diocese, DR Congo

 
Bishop Isesomo writes… 

The Democratic Republic of Congo has been 
in war since 1996. This civil war has caused 
many atrocities to the people. Many people 
have been killed, displaced, kidnapped, or 
raped; civilian’s property has been looted. As a 
result, we have many widows and orphans in 
different places.

Even though the Church is also among the 
victims, it has not kept silent in front of all those 
atrocities. The Church is trying to build bridges 
by assisting the affected in different ways. We 
work according to the words in Romans 12:15: 
“Rejoice with those who are rejoicing and mourn 
with those who are mourning.” We do this by 
preaching the Word of God, which can change 
their lives and give them hope, counselling 
those who are traumatised, hosting and assisting 
the displaced, paying school fees for displaced 
children and taking care of widows and orphans.

We need to share the holistic Gospel with 
our relatives in words and actions as our Lord 
Jesus Christ did himself. He was preaching, 
teaching, healing and feeding people. That is 
why in our diocese we are also preaching the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to different 
categories of people. Many of them are 
repenting and receiving Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour and Lord.

The partnership of our diocese with the 
Church of Ireland through CMSI is very 
positive and very fruitful. Churches in Ireland 
are praying for our diocese and have taken 
on a big burden of supporting 57 orphans by 
building a house for them and feeding them. 
The regular visits by CMSI delegates to our 
diocese strengthen our unity and have been a 
big encouragement to us.

Building bridges 
through the arts
The Diocese of Egypt

 
Francine Abdel Mesih 
(Partnership office Coordinator) 
writes…

The Diocese of Egypt believes in building 
bridges with all society members, 
including Muslims and well-educated 
communities, using all talents and skills. 
Hence, the development of the Gusour 
Culture Centre.

Gusour (‘Bridges’) Cultural Centre  
seeks to provide opportunities for 
all society members of all cultural 
backgrounds to build bridges of 
understanding, acceptance and 
cooperation through art, music, 
educational and cultural activities.

Gusour Centre encourages peace-
making and creativity through art, 
while sharing God’s unconditional love 
and introducing new concepts. In one 
of Gusour’s recent events aimed at 
awareness and integration of the deaf 
in the society, Michael, the director of 
Gusour, introduced a Christian song that 
talks about man through the eyes of the 
Lord. The song was taught to thousands 
of people while also demonstrating Sign 
Language. This event helped Dalia and 
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Building a bridge  
to belonging
Bukavu Diocese, DR Congo

 
Bishop Bahati writes…

In the mission work of Bukavu Diocese, 
the significance of the Cross is great, as it 
represents Jesus Christ, who is working among 
people for salvation even if they face many 
tribulations. 

Through the Mothers’ Union Department, 
Bukavu Diocese organises sewing classes 
and courses about family health care to help 
‘filles-mères’ (young single mothers) find new 
life and hope. Some of them have been raped 
and some, because of poverty, have turned to 
prostitution as a way to generate money for 
their needs. Having become mothers while they 
are still girls, they are not appreciated by family 
members considering them to be immoral and 

her colleagues, Mano, Ahmed, Mohamed 
and Nadine, to be creative, as they 
composed it for their first appearance 
on stage. 

Many visitors to Gusour are entering 
a church compound for the first time 
and are usually shocked by the loving 
attitude they encounter, which is 
contrary to what they were taught. To 
many, Gusour is a beginning of a new 
chapter in their lives, a chapter full of 
new, loving, accepting friends. 

The most surprising thing to all new 
audiences is that God is the source of 
our creativity, who is not offended by 
music and art unlike their knowledge 
of Him. All these revelations encourage 
people to ask about the story of 
Christianity or the Church.

invalid. In many local churches, they are not 
accepted as true Christians because they have 
committed sexual sin. So, they feel rejected by 
their families and their churches. They consider 
themselves as without value.

Since they have become mothers, they often 
live in a critical economic situations as well; 
unable to provide for their basic needs and 
those of their children. 

Our Mothers’ Union is overcoming local  
stigma to help girls like these find a place 
to belong in the church and society. So far, 
they have provided dressmaking training for 
32 filles-mères. In March 2017, 12 of them 
graduated and were sent to run a tailoring 
project in the town. In this way, they are 
prepared to be proactive and fruitful for 
themselves, their children and society.

One of the team who finished the training 
explains how her and her son’s lives have been 
transformed by this initiative:  

‘’Myself and my 
little boy are now 
more healthy than 
before. No sickness 
or malnutrition. I 
praise God for giving a 
vision to the Anglican 
Church to rescue the 
people suffering and 
rejected, as I was. Our 
health was spoiled 
for lack of food. But 

nowadays, when I make beautiful dresses,  
I see people encouraging me by purchasing 
them. Some others ask me to belong to their 
churches. Still others ask me to train them in 
dressmaking. I understand that I am now useful 
to all. The income I generate helps not only  
me and my son but I can also contribute to 
some needs of my family members and to  
give offerings to the church.” 
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Partnership Coordinator Roger Thompson reflects on the work 
of CMSI’s partners as they offer help and healing in Nepal.

bridging Nepal’s 
healthcare gap

Image: Chaurjahari Hospital Rukum

In my role as Partnership Coordinator for Nepal, I’ve really been struck by the significant 
work our partners do in providing vital healthcare to poor communities in isolated locations. 
God’s people are acting as bridging points, as they help people access medical assistance and 
experience something of the new life that is found in Jesus.

Mark and Deirdre 
Zimmerman

CMSI Mission Associates Mark and Deirdre 
are both involved in medical work that seeks 
to support marginalised communities. Mark 
is a Senior Clinician at Patan Hospital in 
Kathmandu where, among other things, he has 
input into the training of medical personnel. 
Deirdre is an advisor for Nutrition Promotion 
and Consultancy Services (NPCS), a Nepali 
Non-Government Organisation (NGO) that 
seeks positive changes in the area of nutrition. 
Mark and Deirdre both bring vast professional 
experience and deep Christian compassion to 
their roles.

SD Church
At the heart of SD Church’s many 
ministries is a dual commitment to 
spiritual renewal and healthcare. The 
‘Patient Navigator Programme’ of SDSS 
(the NGO connected to the church) 
seeks to offer practical support and 
care to people who come from rural 
communities to Kathmandu for medical 
treatment. Many of those who benefit 
from this programme are struck not 
just by the quality of the care we 
receive, but the genuine love that they 
experience: a love that points to Jesus.
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HDCS
Human Development and 
Community Services is a Christian 

NGO and CMSI Global Partner. Its Executive 
Director, Dr Nastu Sharma, tells us about one 
of the organisations healthcare programmes.

One of HDCS’s projects, Chaurjahari Hospital 
Rukum (CHR) is a small 50-bed hospital in the 
remote foothills of western Nepal. The area 
is one of the least developed places in the 
country, where people have to walk for up to 
five days just to access basic healthcare. 

Many people firmly believe their sickness 
is due to a curse from the gods and they 
spend all they have on traditional healers and 
methods, only coming to the hospital when all 
else fails. Most cannot afford to travel to larger 
healthcare facilities and have to sell their land 
and cattle to meet medical expenses.

In order to bridge this healthcare gap,  
CHR conducts comprehensive free health 
camps for Rukum and its surrounding 
districts. The main goal of the camps (some 
of which were funded by CMSI in 2017) is to 
increase health knowledge and encourage 
people to lead healthier lives. They are 
conducted in collaboration with the local 
churches so we can share the gospel and 
distribute tracts among the participants 
through church youths. 

Mr BB suffered with multiple ulcers that 
wouldn’t heal on his arms and legs. He 
had spent 200,000 rupees (£1,400) and 
visited many hospitals in the big cities in 
the hope of getting cured. He tried local 
remedies, worshipped many gods, sacrificed 
many goats and chickens, saw numerous 
traditional healers but had been bedridden 
for three months. At last he ended up at a 
local church where the pastor prayed for 
him and brought him 60km to our hospital.

Mr BB was in constant pain and was unable 
to stand up on his own - his wife had to 
move him around, cook, feed and clean 
him. We didn’t know how to help him, trying 
one treatment after another, but without 
success. When he saw that nothing was 
helping him, he asked us for poison one day 
during rounds - he couldn’t see the point in 
carrying on. We tried to counsel him and his 
wife, who regularly attended our hospital 
devotion and weekly church. She was ready 
to try this new healer God she had been told 
about if her husband would get better.

We talked to our doctor friends and decided 
on a trial of steroids. It was like seeing a 
miracle: his wounds slowly got better, we 
kept encouraging him and the hospital 
provided his meals. Gradually he started 
learning to walk again, and after ten long 
months he was fit to return home. He 
continues to come to us for regular follow-
up visits, remains in very good health and is 
now a committed Christian.  He and his wife 
are being cared for by a local church near 
their home. His illness had left him isolated 
and alone, but Christian compassion and care 
formed a bridge to healing and new life.

Image: Mr BB and his wife
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Kelly Yates (CMSI’s Partnership Coordinator for Burundi, Rwanda 
and Uganda) joins some of her partners in providing insights into 
their work and the difference it makes to local communities.

transforming 
communities

Giving the gift of goats
Kibungo Diocese, Rwanda

Standing with the 
vulnerable
Gitega Diocese, Burundi

Coadjutor Bishop Aime Joseph 
writes: 

In Gitega, people living with HIV/AIDS are 
facing a lot of stigma in their communities, 
which leads to discrimination. The diocese 
considers this a serious social problem where 
the Church has to stand firm and speak on 
behalf of the voiceless. 

Pastors have been trained to carry out pastoral 
care and counselling to people living with HIV/
AIDS. They have been the ones to pioneer 
HIV/AIDS testing and a number of community 
members followed. The fight against stigma is 
proving successful in the Church and even in 
the communities. People living with HIV/AIDS 
have received support from the Church, both 
material and spiritual, according to their needs. 
They came to testify that they have new hope 

 
Bishop Emmanuel writes: 

The Church in Kibungo is a bridging point, a 
place where people find new life and hope 
as we preach the Word of God and teach our 
people to work together to solve their spiritual, 
social and economic problems. 

We have recently started a project of giving 
goats to the most vulnerable families, to 
uplift their standards of living. A goat provides 
manure that can increase a harvest, providing 
more food to eat and allowing a family to 
sell food at the market to help overcome the 
challenges of getting their basic needs. We are 
very thankful to the Lord, and to the people of 
CMSI for the support of 15 goats given to the 
people of Gasetsa Parish. We believe like any 
other places where goats are given, it will bring 
positive change to vulnerable families. 

Kelly writes:
Gasetsa Parish has seven churches with 
4,600 members; 75% of them are children. 
Frequent drought and famine has had 
a huge impact on this community who 
depend largely on subsistence farming of 
beans, maize and bananas. 
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Welcoming refugees
Madi West Nile Diocse, Uganda

Canon Isaac writes: 

The political instability in South Sudan led to 
several thousand South Sudanese nationals 
fleeing for their lives. Most of them had no 
time to grab something to eat even for a 
day or an extra cloth to cover themselves, 
let alone bedding and household items that 
could help them to face the challenges of the 
unknown future. 

Over 900,000 South Sudanese refugees 
have now arrived in the Diocese of Madi 
West Nile, where the Government of Uganda 
opened the border for their safety and the 
local communities have offered huge chunks 
of land for settling the refugees. We are 
so grateful to the government, the several 
humanitarian organisations and the local 
community who are helping the refugees find 
a new life in Uganda.

However, several of the refugees are 
traumatised by the tragic experience they went 
through as they keep replaying their memories. 
Many saw their parents or relatives being 

brutally killed. A number of them do not know 
the whereabouts of their dear ones. Several of 
them are now child headed families. 

What we are doing among the refugees plays 
a significant role of representing Christ’s love 
to them in their situation. The Cross represents 
the way God Himself came to save humankind 
in the person of Jesus Christ, so that we can 
have hope and life. In the same way, we want 
to be the hand of Christ to touch the ailing 
souls, we want to be the voice of Christ to 
speak hope in the lives of the refugees, and to 
walk together; knowing that the Lord promised 
to be with us ‘until the end of the age’. 
 

Kelly writes: 
With the help of CMSI legacy funds and a 
grant from The Church of Ireland Bishops’ 
Appeal, the diocese is working hard to 
facilitate refugee support programmes in 
five camps. These include psychosocial 
support - particularly for child headed 
families – training in trauma healing and 
counselling and resourcing church plants 
and Sunday schools within the camps.

and new life as a result of Church involvement 
in solving their problems. 

Kelly writes…
CMSI Link Parishes stand with Gitega 
Diocese to help train and equip church 
leaders for ministry. Bishop Aime Joseph 
reminds us that it is these pastors who 
have become the bridging points to those 
on the fringes of their communities. About 
1 in 15 adults in Burundi have HIV/AIDS 
– here the Church is leading the way in 
breaking down stigma and transforming 
communities.
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Transforming life for 
schoolgirls
Luwero Diocese, Uganda

Bishop Eridard writes: 

Mission has to do with going out with the 
lenses of Christ. There are lots of challenges 
out in our communities to which the question, 
'what would Jesus do,' applies. Many people 
are desperately in need of the Church's care, 
love, compassion, council, awareness and 
knowledge. This is a huge responsibility to 
us as a Church, which we cannot do only by 
ourselves. Thankfully, the cross of Christ has 
acted as a bridge between Luwero Diocese 
and parishes in Ireland through CMSI. We now 
have people who have been helping us to bear 
the mission burdens in our communities.

For example, the support that was offered for 
the Sanitary Pad Project has transformed the 

social life of our primary school girls in at least 
three church schools. The girls, who used 
to stay away from school until their monthly 
periods were over, have been taught how to 
make reusable sanitary pads. They have also 
been encouraged to pass the knowledge over 
to their peers in their villages.  

Kelly writes:
Luwero Diocese began their Sanitary Pad 
Project in 2016 following a visit by their 
Mothers’ Union to Rev Alice in the Diocese 
of Madi West Nile, where they have a 
similar, long established programme with 
local schools. The ongoing impact of this 
visit today highlights the importance of 
CMSI’s south-to-south initiative, which 
encourages our global partners to learn 
from and equip each other in ministry – in 
this case transforming lives for schoolgirls 
and women in Uganda.

Transforming communities
inmission
Spring 2018
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Louise Githire and Isabelle Prondzynski share 
how one of CMSI’s Global Partners in Kenya acts 
as a bridging point to bring people together.

building 
bridges 
in Nairobi

All Saints’ Cathedral in the centre of Nairobi is 
the national cathedral of the Anglican Church 
of Kenya. Business people, senior politicians, 
bankers and many middle class Kenyans of 
all ages gather here for worship on Sundays, 
while prominent and celebrity weddings and 
funerals take place at other times. 

As the best known and wealthiest Anglican 
church in Kenya, All Saints’ Cathedral has long 
sensed its responsibility to help the less well-off 
people of the country and the city. It has an 
outreach programme that supports the poorer 
dioceses in the country, both financially and 
by facilitating the education and training of 
ordinands. It regularly collects funds for famine-
stricken regions of the nation and disburses 
another fund for needy students who have been 
offered places in secondary schools.

In 1991, when two major slums in the centre of 
Nairobi were demolished and tens of thousands 
lost their homes, All Saints’ Cathedral felt called 
to help the families who had suddenly become 
homeless. Together with the local Catholic 
parish, they provided food, blankets and 
encouragement to the people and appealed to 
the government for support. 

The Cathedral Provost at the time, Peter Njenga, 
and the Parochial Church Council decided 

that they could not abandon the families at 
this stage. And so, the Urban Development 
Programme (UDP) was born. This programme, 
supported by CMSI from the outset, has 
provided encouragement, advice, help with 
funding applications and external expertise, 
leading to a thriving community with productive 
self-help groups, both old and young.

One of the successes of the UDP has been to 
build bridges between the cathedral clergy 
and members on the one hand, and the 
UDP communities on the other. Cathedral 
committees have crossed these bridges by 
visiting the communities, the Mothers’ Union 
members have gone on outings to meet their 
counterparts, cathedral medical professionals 
volunteer a weekend each year to undertake 
check-ups for community members, and the 
football teams of the cathedral and UDP Youth 
meet for matches on a regular basis. Genuine 
encounters take place, and both sides of what 
was previously an urban divide have enjoyed 
the far side of the bridges that have been built 
by the UDP.

All this is possible because of the cross of 
Christ, our Saviour who himself crossed the 
greatest bridge of all by becoming human in 
community with us.

Building bridges in Nairobi
inmission
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

IMPACT
Thank you to all who joined us for our 
latest Impact Roadshow events. Sadly, the 
Dungannon event fell prey to the snow 
storms, but we hosted seven other events in 
January in which we shared a varied, engaging 
programme of stories and news.

Our final Impact event takes place in 
Carrigrohane Parish (Cork Diocese) on 
Saturday 10th March at 7pm.

Crossing Bridges Resource
We’re delighted that over 40 parishes have 
already signed up for our new Children’s 
Resource - Crossing Bridges: Peace and 
friendship in Egypt. This year, the resource is 
also available as a paperless pack on a USB 
memory stick, giving greater flexibility for the 
teachers who prepare the materials.

If your parish has never used the CMSI 
Children’s Resource, why not request a sample 
version to see if it would enhance your current 
teaching materials? It’s a great way to help 
your children and teenagers learn more about 
global mission. The various activities, Bible 
stories and DVD films provide a window on 
the global Church. If you run a Messy Church 
programme, there are plenty of craft and 
interactive elements suitable for you.

Children’s Resource materials can be 
ordered via the CMSI website.

Team Residential
At the end of January, the six CMSI teams 
for 2018 attended their first training event 
at the Kilbroney Centre, Rostrevor. The 
residential allowed the teams to meet 
each other and begin preparing for their 
visits later this year. As usual, there is 
a wide mix of individuals taking part in 
our teams this year and we pray that the 
whole experience will have a big impact 
on them, their families and their parishes.
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Bishop Justin appointment 
CMSI was delighted to learn that our good 
friend and partner, Bishop Justin Badi of 
Maridi Diocese, South Sudan, was elected 
as Primate and Archbishop of the Church 
of South Sudan. He will be enthroned 
on 22nd April 2018. CMSI is pleased that 
Linda Abwa, Partnership Coordinator for 
South Sudan, will attend this significant 
event, along with other friends and 
supporters from Ireland.

From Zambia to Cork 
Carrigrohane Union of Parishes (Cork Diocese) 
recently played host to an ordinand from the 
Anglican Church in Zambia – the latest chapter 
in a strong and growing partnership link with the 
Diocese of Northern Zambia. Geoffrey Banda 
spent ten weeks in Ireland on a placement 
facilitated by CMSI and Carrigrohane and 
supported by the Harman Scholarship of the 
Church of Ireland Bishops’ Appeal.

During his placement, Geoffrey contributed to 
the breadth of parish life and ministry in Blarney 
and enjoyed a short retreat at Glenstal Abbey 
in Co. Limerick. He also spent a week at the 
Church of Ireland Theological Institute, where 
he joined in with classes. Geoffrey commented:

“My trip to Ireland gave me an opportunity to 
learn about the diversity of the Anglican Church 
worldwide. It has been my prayer to be a good 
ambassador for my country, representing my 
fellow students and representing myself equally. 
I have been inspired to build and treasure 
relationships above all other responsibilities 
that ministry requires. This is a personal lesson 
learnt and I pray that by God’s Grace I can live to 
practise it.“

Rev Robert Ferris, who has a long-history of 
partnership with the Church in Zambia, remarked:

“It has been a pleasure hosting Geoffrey.  
I have been very impressed with what he  
has brought to us in terms of his personality,  
his teaching and his faith. I look forward to  
our continuing relationship with both Geoffrey 
and the Seminary in Zambia through our 
partnership with Keith and Lyn Scott.”

Bakers prepare to return
Please remember Paul, Tania and Lana 
Baker as they conclude their mission 
partner service at Kiwoko Hospital, 
Uganda and return to begin a new chapter 
in Bangor, County Down. The Bakers are 
due to return to Ireland in mid-March and 
will then be on final Home Assignment 
with CMSI until September. Please pray 
for the family in this significant time of 
transition and change. We’re currently 
finalising the Bakers’ speaking programme 
for the coming months – do let us know if 
you’d like to hear them sharing at a parish 
or CMSI event near you.
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CMSI Members’ Day 2018
Saturday 21st April, 11am-4pm 
The Emmaus Centre, Swords 

Including

Annual Review 
Stories and updates from our partners

Sharing together in worship, prayer… and lunch
CMSI Annual General Meeting

Transport available from Belfast, Lisburn and Newry  
Contact CMSI offices for further details

Belfast
33 Dargan Road, Belfast, BT3 9JU
Tel +44 (0) 28 9077 5020   Email belfastoffice@cmsireland.org

Dublin
Church of Ireland House, Church Ave, Rathmines, Dublin D06 CF67
Tel +353 (0) 1497 0931   Email dublinoffice@cmsireland.org


