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We have done our best to define and introduce 
hope through the new resource, but in reality, 
hope is something that lends itself more to 
experience than explanation. We know it when 
we see it. We understand it when we feel it. 

We see hope in the lives of people who have 
grasped God’s bigger, better story and are living 
lives that make a difference. These heroes of 
hope – from the Bible and from the Global 
Church - are at the heart of our Children’s 
Resource, and they are at the heart of this 
edition of inMission.

Heroes of hope are people like Rahab, Bishop 
Hilary (p4 and p16) and Keith and Lyn Scott 
(p12): people who open their homes and 
their hearts, people prepared to take risks to 
ensure God’s children are supported and God’s 
Kingdom is advanced. 

Heroes of hope are people like Ruth, Adrian 
(p14) and the school-builders in Madi West Nile 
Diocese (p5): people of faithful commitment 
who put others’ needs before their own, in acts 
of sacrificial service.
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We recently launched our new Children’s Resource: Heroes Of Hope (see 
back cover). The choice of theme seems especially appropriate in 2021, but it 
presented an interesting challenge: how do you explain ‘hope’ to children? 

Image: Bishop Isesomo & Mama Mbambu with children at the Compassion For Children In Distress programme, North 
Kivu Diocese, DR Congo

Cover Image: Bishop Gaddiel distributing C-19 Food 
assistance in Kajiado Diocese, Kenya

Heroes of hope are people like King David, 
Christine (p8), Tulsa (p7), Bishop Isesomo and 
Mama Mbambu (p6 and pictured above): people 
who look for opportunities to show kindness 
and who provide a loving welcome to those 
who have been pushed to the margins.

We recognise these signs of hope because we 
seem them all in Jesus – the hero of heroes and 
the source of true, heavenly hope. Jesus invites 
us to follow him in the way of hope – to live 
lives that point to something beyond the here 
and now.  
                                                                                 
This is a time for heroes of hope. Let’s stand up 
and be counted!

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who loved us and by his grace 
gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen 
you in every good deed and word.  
(2 Thes 2:15-17).

Roger Cooke
Editor
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A different story

a different story
Snapshots of hope from the global Church

As Jenny highlights in her article on Page 16, Bishop Hilary Adeba 
is much on our minds these days, as he recently retired as Bishop 
of Yei. He has been preparing for this retirement over the past two 
years and yet his retirement house is still not complete! This is not 
due to a lack of oversight or poor administration. Rather, as he has 
been preparing to hand over the care of his people to his successor, 
Bishop Hilary has been building hope instead of houses. 

The Vocational Training School, the Teacher 
Training College, emergency allowances for 
clergy who remained in Yei during the worst 
of the conflict – these have all been high on 
Bishop Hilary’s list of priorities. But the issue 
perhaps closest to his heart was the schooling 
of vulnerable children.

Bishop Hilary’s own schooling was interrupted 
three times during the wars of his childhood, 
so he wanted to do all that he could to ensure 
that the children of a new generation might 
tell a different story. Since 2018, through gifts 
from Connor Diocese and link parish members, 
Bishop Hilary has handed over the baton of 
hope to 80 young people, by supporting their 
education, and settling in their hearts a faith for 
a better future.

Not far across the border from Yei, children from 
all over South Sudan are gathered in one of the 
biggest refugee camps in the world, ‘Bidi Bidi’. 
There are champions of education – Heroes 
of Hope – here as well. They are members and 
clergy of Madi and West Nile Diocese (MWN), 
who responded to the lack of education in their 
area by building a primary school. They used 
their own hands to harvest branches and mud 
and put up a school structure in 2016. By last 

year, 310 children were receiving education in 
Ariye Nursery School.

After a while, the school structure became 
unsafe. So, in partnership with CMSI, the 
Refugee Department of MWN along with Ariye 
Parish Church, were able to clear the original 
building and replace it with three large tented 
classrooms. Pastor Samiya is in charge of Ariye 
nursery and church. As he explains, this school 
brings hope to the whole community, not just 
the children:

“As we opened up the nursery school I 
think it encouraged parents because many 
of them were from poor families. Some 
of the children were not even speaking 
English, but after three years, now they can 
respond, they can answer questions and 
it has given us hope and courage for them 
and this community.”

The facility is basic, with the children still 
learning while sitting on the floor, but the 
Church has also encouraged and trained their 
teachers. There is a real sense of working 
together, so that this new generation of refugee 
children might gain an empowering hope, 
during a time which is otherwise suffused with 

Image: Bishop Hilary with his chaplain, Rev Simon Gaga Images: Ariye Nursery School - with the children inside
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lockdown 
lessons 
Sharing hope in 
challenging times
Did you have a favourite teacher 
when you were at school? If 
you had been lucky enough 
to have Tulsa Sharma (ABBS, 
Nepal) or Christine Umutesi (GS 
Nyarugenge School, Rwanda) as a 
teacher, they would probably have 
been top of your list!  

Tulsa’s story
Tulsa has been principal of ABBS School (part 
of HDCS in Kathmandu) for over 25 years, and 
is an amazing hero of hope! The students at 
ABBS have special needs and Tulsa works hard 
– along with the other teachers – to make 
sure they enjoy learning there. It is a place 
filled with hope! 

One of Tulsa’s students is called Shubinit - he’s 
25 years old and lives at home with his parents, 
who run a small grocery shop. Shubinit has 
been going to ABBS since he was 10 and he 
really loves it there. He likes being with his 
friends, and he gets on well with the teachers, 
especially Tulsa.   

When the Coronavirus lockdown closed all 
the schools in Nepal last year, Shubinit had to 
stay at home all day – and he hated it! If his 
parents tried to talk to him, he would become 
aggressive. At school, Tulsa and the other 
teachers didn’t want their students to lose 

hope, so they started giving online lessons, 
which the students could access via phones or 
laptops. Sadly, Shubinit felt so unhappy that he 
didn’t log-on. So, Tulsa got permission from 
his parents to come and visit with another 
teacher. Shubinit was surprised and delighted 
to see them. He came over straight away, 
talking happily. 

As they chatted, Shubinit asked if he could 
come back to school, so Tulsa explained about 
the lockdown and that everyone had to stay 
home for now. But she encouraged him to 
have hope and to make the best of things. 
She showed him how to log-on to the online 
lessons and even suggested he start helping 
his parents by doing small chores around the 
house. When Tulsa called his parents the next 
week, they said he’d really changed. Now he 
was joining in the virtual lessons, and he had 
become much calmer and well-behaved. He 
was even helping out in the shop!

Page 7

loss. Mickey Ai’baku, Refugee Desk Officer for 
MWN, confirms that the children are gaining 
more than just education:

“God is really important in this nursery 
school because many of these children are 
orphans or unaccompanied minors, and so 
there is a strong bond among the children. 
[There is] a strong desire to continue 
spreading the message of love, so that [the 
children] continue loving one another and 
supporting one another as they grow up.”

It is interesting, but perhaps unsurprising, 
that we find more Heroes of Hope in another 
conflict zone, among displaced people, this time 
in DR Congo. In January, thousands of people 
descended upon the cathedral in Butembo, 
asking for food and shelter, having fled their 
homes in terror after several brutal killings 
in their area. Bishop Isesomo quickly called 
parishioners to bring what they could to help. 
The people of Butembo have been through 
years of war, Ebola and now Covid-19, leaving 
them with very limited resources. Nonetheless, 
they came with what they could share. 

Through generous donations to the DRC 
appeal, CMSI has been able to stand with these 
parishioners – Heroes of Hope – in Butembo, 
adding support so they can do more. After 
an initial gift, three hundred people received 
emergency food and essential supplies. When I 
informed Bishop Isesomo that we would soon 
be able to send more funds, he explained that 

since giving out what they had, some people 
had questioned why others had received help 
but not them. He said:

“I was telling them to be patient and  
we will get more support and others will  
be selected and served too. I was saying 
this by faith, now I thank God it will be  
a reality.”

From Bishop Hilary to Bishop Isesomo, from 
parishioners in MWN Diocese to parishioners in 
Connor Diocese, from people of God with little 
resources, to the people of God with abundant 
resources, the Church around the globe acts 
together in faith and goes forward in hope. We 
do this not only because of the temporary hope 
that God will ‘send more support’, but because 
we are sure of the coming reality: one day the 
people of God will live a different story.

‘And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God 
is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.”’  
(Revelation 21:3-4).

Linda Abwa 
Partnership Coordinator

A different story
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Christine’s Story
Christine, just 22-years-old, is a primary Science 
and Technology teacher in Shyogwe Diocese, 
Rwanda. Last October, she became the 
youngest ever winner of the Rwandan National 
Primary Teacher of the Year award, on account 
of the outstanding work she did to help her 
students during the Covid-19 lockdown.   

All schools in Rwanda were closed for almost 
nine months in 2020. Christine responded by 

creating her own online platform for home-
study using Facebook and WhatsApp. She 
liaised with parents by phone to make sure her 
pupils knew what to do, and for every lesson, 
she sent a quiz which helped the students 
check how much they’d understood. The 
application even had an automatic marking 
feature so the students could see their marks 
straight after submitting the test. Her idea 
caught on fast, and soon there were over 80 
students taking part in the lessons.  

For those who didn’t have internet access, 
Christine came up with an alternative idea - a 
rabbit-keeping programme!

The children had to look after the rabbits – and 
if they had kittens (yes, baby rabbits are called 
kittens!), they had to sell them to one of their 
friends who didn’t have one. This meant the 
children learned how to look after animals, and 
at the same time made some money so they 
could buy pens, notebooks and other useful 
school materials.

This idea worked really well – the students 
spent time looking after the rabbits instead of 
feeling bored and fed-up at home. Christine 
encouraged them by offering a prize for the 
best rabbit keeper, to be judged once the 
school had reopened. So far, the project has led 
to a chain of 65 rabbits in the village!

Recognising all her innovative and 
conscientious efforts, the Rwandan Minister of 
Education presented Christine with the award – 
along with some amazing prizes: a motorbike, a 
tablet computer, a cow and a certificate. Marcel 
Sebahaire, the Head of the Education and Youth 
Department in Shyogwe Diocese, said:

“I call Christine ‘Our hero of hope.’ I learnt 
an important lesson from her, and am 
planning to ask other teachers to set up 
similar programmes in all 33 diocesan 
schools that I look after.”

Hope on wheels
Zak is the motorbike rider at the ‘Tumaini 
African Foundation’ (TAF) - a Christian youth 
organisation that is linked to our partners at the 
Urban Development Programme, Nairobi (UDP). 
‘Tumaini’ is the Kenyan word for ‘hope’. Zak 
brings hope to people who are sick by giving 
them lifts to hospital for free! He also takes 
people to the doctor if they need a consultation 
or to the chemist if they need to get medicine.

Zak has been providing these services since 
2016, when CMSI sent some money – raised 
through the Children’s Resource ‘Wheels 
Appeal’ – so that TAF could buy the motorbike. 
When it arrived, Zak learned how to ride it and 
got a license as a motorcycle taxi. 

Zak uses his motorbike to bring hope in other 
ways too. During the Coronavirus pandemic, 
everyone in Kenya had to self-isolate at 

home. That was incredibly challenging for 
the residents of Kayole (where the UDP is 
based). Many of the community are daily wage 
labourers, so they were suddenly unable to go 
to work, and very soon had no money to buy 
food. The people at UDP and TAF wanted to 
help, so they decided to set up a Food Bank. 
Anyone who was hungry could come and 
collect what they called a ‘package of hope’ – a 
big bag of food to feed their families.

Some elderly residents, however, lived as far 
as 10 miles away and couldn’t carry their food 
packages all that way. That’s when Zak stepped 
in, using his motorbike to deliver the food 
package. He really is ‘Hope on Wheels.’

Roger Thompson
Partnership Coordinator

Lockdown lessonsLockdown lessons



CMSI’s Annual Members’ Day & AGM 
Saturday 24th April 10:30am (via Zoom)

 
+ Connect with other CMSI members and supporters

+ Hear updates and reports from the board and staff

+ Elect trustees and a new chairperson

+ Pray for the wider work of the society

Register at: cmsireland.org/events
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Calling out for heroes

CMSI is looking for heroes of hope: individuals who will stand with us and 
ensure we continue equipping the Church in mission by making connections, 
resourcing God’s people and championing church-led transformation. 

Here are six ways you can make a real, lasting difference to the ongoing ministry of CMSI and 
our partners.

1. Join Us
CMSI is a member organisation – a family 
of committed individuals who help shape, 
support and lead our work and who provide 
a crucial link to parishes throughout Ireland. 
Since 2016, over 300 of you have become 
‘CMSI Stars’ by renewing your membership or 
by signing-up for the first time. We need more 
Stars to shine with us.

2. Keep Praying
Your prayers are vital! Please keep praying  
for CMSI; please keep praying with us;  
please encourage your church to pray too.  
The daily prayer diary is a good place to start. 
Our monthly Prayer Room is a great way  
to continue.

3. Get active
Your time and skills are valuable resources for 
CMSI and our partners. Why not explore our 
‘Virtual Volunteering’ opportunities or help 
us engage more deeply with your church by 
becoming a CMSI Rep?

4. Invest in the core
Regular giving to our Mission Resource Fund 
(MRF) is essential to CMSI’s continued work. 
Thank you to all who support this fund, as well 
as the work of our partners. Please consider 
whether you could start supporting the MRF 
or, if you already give, whether you could 
make a slight increase to your Standing Order.

5. Enhance your gifts
By claiming Gift Aid and Tax Relief on your 
donations, CMSI is able to increase the value 
of your donations – and it doesn’t cost you 
anything. If you are eligible, it just requires  
you to sign a form. It’s an easy way to make  
a difference.

6. Pay it forward
By including CMSI in your will, you can 
continue to help God’s people share His 
hope for years to come. Leaving a legacy to 
CMSI is a great way to turn thankfulness for 
God’s blessing into action, and to bless others 
through your kindness.

Further information on all of the above can be found  
on our website or by contacting the office.

Calling out  
for heroes

online
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It has been over 20 years since we started 
out on our journey with CMSI, surviving the 
selection process and training, followed by our 
first trip to Zambia, which began in 2002. 

We soon learned that the rest of the world 
was nothing like Northern Ireland. Apart from 
the weather – which on a cold, wet morning 
in Donaghadee, we remember with longing – 
there are the deep and profound differences 
of how life is lived and how people 
understand the world. Even the simple things, 
like going shopping, required us to navigate a 
whole new world. 

Lyn’s first attempt to cook Sunday lunch 
ended with the chicken being boiled and then 
fried over a charcoal brazier as the electricity 
vanished for several hours. The water that came 
out of our taps looked more like coffee, and 

that was if it came at all. A good deal of the 
time it, like the electricity, honoured us with its 
absence. 

We lived on campus amongst our Zambian 
colleagues and gradually got the feel of 
the culture and the society. Keith settled 
in to teaching whatever was required and 
began his PhD research project. Lyn started 
with the routine of family life. It did not 
take long, however, for our colleagues to 
realise that Lyn’s background as a speech 
and language therapist and a first language 
English speaker was a golden opportunity to 
raise the standards of the English written and 
spoken by the students. She was soon thrown 
into the deep end of teaching study and 
communication skills and quickly joined Keith 
in teaching the skills of preaching a decent, 
and short (by African standards) sermon. 

Keith and Lyn Scott reflect on their time 
in Zambia as CMSI Mission Partners.

An extra dimension was added to our lives as 
we both had to develop practical skills over the 
years. Keith learned more than he ever thought 
there was to know about electrical circuits, IT, 
plumbing, carpentry and welding.

Our first sojourn in Zambia ended in 2008 as 
we returned for the sake of higher education 
for Adam and Hannah. We spent about seven 
years in west County Limerick, where Keith 
worked as a parish priest.  Around 2015 we 
were challenged to return to full-time overseas 
service and in January 2017 we returned to 
Zambia with CMSI, this time leaving Adam and 
Hannah, now adults, busy building their own 
lives in England.

We spent another four years in Zambia, towards 
the end of which we recognised that it was time 
to withdraw, to encourage and allow the local 
Church to meet the challenge of training clergy 
in the Seminary themselves, and to develop 
their own vision for the future of the Church.

God has certainly challenged us. Life in Zambia 
can be really tough and you can feel a very long 
way from home and all that means in terms of 
friends and family. On the other hand, God has 
helped us to meet those challenges and given 
us incredible opportunities to grow and mature. 
We have become aware of the huge variety 
of human culture and how we need to always 

broaden our vision of humanity and learn to 
affirm and rejoice in the differences.

We have been affirmed and privileged to see 
the fruits of our work. When we returned to 
Zambia, we found that many of our former 
students were moving into more senior 
positions in the Church. It has been a real joy 
and privilege to see the way in which they have 
grown and developed, and how their vison for 
the Church has grown with them. 

We would like to thank all of you who have 
shared in this journey with us: for your prayers, 
financial support and visits to Zambia over the 
years. We could not have done it without your 
support. We hope that you will continue to pray 
for us as we seek to find God’s will for the next 
stage of the journey. We know that it won’t be 
back to full-time work in Zambia but we hope 
that it will be in the joys and challenges of inter-
cultural mission, and especially in the absolutely 
crucial work of training women and men for 
ministry, wherever they may be.

“We have become aware of 
the huge variety of human 
culture and how we need 
to always broaden our 
vision of humanity.”
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I was shocked when Bishop Alan Abernethy asked 
if he could nominate me to succeed him as Chair 
of the CMSI Board in 2015. I met with our (then) 
brand new Mission Director, Jenny, and we chatted 
about how we’d see the relationship of MD and 
Chair working. After lots of prayer, I agreed to be 
nominated. Over the past six years, I rarely felt 
entirely up to such a significant responsibility, yet 
I’ve found this time to be a blessing.

As trustees, a priority we identified early on was 
the need to actively increase our presence across 
the whole of Ireland. CMSI, like the Church of 
Ireland, is an all-Ireland body. While there’s 

always more to be done, I think this all-Ireland 
reach is part of our identity again, with staff (pre-
COVID) and volunteers regularly representing us 
across the Church of Ireland. Personally, I’ve had 
the pleasure of representing the society at some 
diocesan synods and it’s always a blessing to feel 
the welcome CMSI receives.

We also drew up a new strategic plan, which 
was launched in 2017, under the title: ‘Connect, 
Equip, Transform’. This process reminded us that, 
at the heart of CMSI’s work is an approach to 
partnership that puts churches at the centre and 
champions mutual, two-way relationships with 

people and 
partnership
Getting to the heart of CMSI

In April, Rev Adrian Dorrian will complete his term as Chair of 
CMSI’s Board Of Trustees. We asked Adrian to reflect on the past 
six years and share some of his highlights. 

our partners. It is our Global Partners who drive 
and direct the course of our work, not the staff 
or trustees. Sometimes, this means we support 
projects (eg clergy training) that are less tangible 
and harder to ‘sell’ to potential supporters. Yet, 
in our strategic plan we owned this truth – and 
rather than being tempted to apologise for our 
work not always feeling ‘glamorous’, we recognise 
that it is one of the unique strengths of CMSI.

Any burden of responsibility as chair has been 
made into a blessing by the exceptional people 
in CMSI. If I had to condense my highlights from 
the past six years into a nutshell, it would be 
people. The trustees with whom I have served 
represent the very best of the Church in Ireland, 
and exercise their responsibilities with diligence 
and good humour. The staff have always been 
welcoming and it is so clear that the work 
they carry out is no mere job – they operate 
with humble, servant hearts and with love and 
compassion for those they serve. 

I was privileged to visit two of our Global Partner 
countries: Kenya, with a team from two parishes 
in Ireland and Zambia, with Jenny Smyth and 
Archbishop Richard Clarke. Almost everyone 
from that Kenya team retains a connection with 
CMSI still, and Archbishop Richard spoke publicly 
about the blessing that visiting our partners in 
Zambia was to him.  

You see, having church-to-church partnership 
at the core of CMSI’s work helps us, as disciples, 
to fulfil the Lord’s call in our lives – to be people 
in mission. While I will miss serving as Chair, I am 
excited to see how I might continue to serve God 
in mission as part of the CMSI Family.

Image: Adrian with Archbishop Richard and Jenny at the launch of CMSI’s Strategic Plan in 2017 Image: Adrian blessing children at church in Zambia

Jenny Smyth writes:
Around the same time that Adrian was 
being surprised by Bishop Alan’s request, I 
was being at least as shocked when Bishop 
Alan rang me to offer the job as Mission 
Director! I will be eternally grateful that 
Adrian agreed and was elected – and so in 
2015 we both commenced our new roles. 

Adrian has served the society as chair of 
the Trustees for the past six years with 
energy, dedication and cheerfulness! I 
am immensely thankful for his skills in 
leadership, wisdom in decision making, 
sound common sense and knowledge of 
committee and organisational protocol.

Adrian has given endless time to the 
oversight of the society and he has willingly 
travelled the length and breadth of this 
lovely island to preach, attend synods and 
meet with folk on CMSI’s behalf.

It is heartening to know that Adrian would 
like to remain part of the CMSI family, and 
I am sure we will find lots for him to do! I 
would also like to thank Adrian’s wife, Anne, 
for enabling him to give so much to CMSI.

“It is our Global 
Partners who drive  
and direct the course  
of our work, not the 
staff or trustees.”



inmission
Spring 2021

Page 16

Stepping into the mud

Bishop Hilary’s unplanned, extended stay in Arua 
provided the opportunity to write up the history 
of the first 100 years of the Anglican Church in 
Yei. The book chronicles the development of the 
diocese from the arrival of Rev Paul Gibson, a CMS 
missionary, in February 1917. Despite long periods 
of civil war, persecution of Christians, burning 
churches, and even martyrdoms, God has been 
faithful to His people and the Church has grown. 

As leader of the diocese, Bishop Hilary has 
demonstrated obedience, courage and love for the 
people. With disarming thoughtfulness, he states:

stepping  
into the mud
A tribute to Bishop Hilary
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Image: Bishop Hilary at Rhinocamp Refugee Settlement in Uganda Images: Bishop Hilary conducting confirmations in Rhinocamp; Bishop Hilary and Mama Joyce with Billy Smyth

‘[At times] I felt I was not performing 
adequately for my people. I realised that 
it’s not the clerical attire worn by the Right 
Reverends…The beauty must be seen 
in the heart of the bishop showing love, 
compassion, faithfulness, contrite heart, 
sacrificial character and results that win 
hearts for Jesus. They must be directly 
involved in the suffering of the poor, who 
lack the basic necessities of life including 
peace of mind and stability.’

Bishop Hilary Luate Adeba recently retired after 17 years 
as Bishop of Yei Diocese, South Sudan. In his final year, a 
national lockdown found him in Arua, Uganda, where he was 
carrying out pastoral visits to the refugee camps, where the 
Christians from Yei had established churches. He worshipped 
and prayed with his people, teaching, preaching, carrying 
out confirmations and ordinations, visiting the sick, bringing 
supplies and showing his love and care. 

CMSI has had the privilege of partnering with 
Bishop Hilary as he has led the diocese through 
many struggles and joys. As CMSI mission partners, 
we lived next door to Bishop Hilary and Mama 
Joyce for three years. There are many stories 
to be told from that time. Here is one that I still 
remember fondly…

“I will get out so I can lead you

through the safest way.”

Bishop Hilary insisted that we stay in the Land 
Cruiser with the driver. He took off his shoes, 
rolled up his trousers and climbed out into the 
mud. Using his bishop’s crook, he dipped it into 
the huge pool that had consumed the road in front 
of us, finding the shallowest places where rocks 
had been placed. Slowly, slowly the driver inched 
us forwards, the vehicle lurching through the 
muddy water until we climbed out the other side. 

Bishop Hilary had invited us to accompany him 
to dedicate a newly built church a few miles from 
Yei town. In the centre of a small clearing stood a 
beautiful, traditionally constructed church with a 
thatched roof. A small shelter stood at the side of 
the clearing. “That is the pastor’s house”, we were 
told. “The people recently came back from the 
refugee camps and they started reconstructing 
their village by building this church. Now this is 
complete, they will build their homes.” It was our 
first weekend in South Sudan and it will live long in 
my memory. 

When I reflect on that day, I realise it was then 
that I knew we were in safe hands. With a baby 
and toddler in tow, our move into Sudan has been 
a bit of a blind leap of faith. I was nervous and 
struggling to make a home in a very challenging 
and insecure situation. Seeing Bishop Hilary 
stepping into the mud to guide us safely, joining 
with a community who had literally put worship 
first and at the centre of their community, and 
sharing a simple meal together assured me that Yei 
really could be home.

The people of Yei have experienced terrible 
suffering over the years. Many are living in refugee 
camps for the third time. Now, a fragile peace 
seems to be holding and people are beginning 
to filter home once again. Bishop Hilary and 
Mama Joyce have chosen to settle in Yei in their 
retirement, building a home on the edge of town: 
a practical demonstration of confidence that 
peace and prosperity are possible, continuing their 
determination to be present with their people, and 
to do whatever is in their power to act justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly following the Lord who 
has proved faithful.

Bishop Hilary ends his book with a final call…

‘To my people, stay strong, faithful, united 
and loving Jesus’

Jenny Smyth 
Mission Director
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

CMSI Accounts 2019/20
CMSI’s Annual Audited accounts for 2019-
2020 will be available to view from the 
beginning of March. We will post them on 
the CMSI website, but if you would like 
to request a paper or email copy, please 
contact the Belfast Office.

New STEPs for 2022
Gemma and Tom Withers (pictured) are 
the latest recruits to come through CMSI 
selection process. They will undertake 
an eight-month Short-Term Experience 
Placement at Kiwoko Hospital in Uganda, 
beginning in January 2022.

Gemma, from Belfast and Tom, from 
Sheffield, are taking a career break from 
their busy NHS jobs to put their faith 
and their physiotherapy skills into action 
in a different context. Please pray for 
them throughout the coming months of 
preparation, and for the staff as they help 
train and prepare Gemma and Tom. Pray 
too that plans and logistics will come 
together in God’s timing.

Grants for partner programmes
Over the past few months, CMSI has been 
delighted to receive a number of generous 
grants from ‘The Church Of Ireland Bishops’ 
Appeal’ in support of the following Global 
Partner projects:

• Egypt - Diocese of Egypt Deaf Unit: 
Vocational education for young people

• Burundi – Gitega Diocese Mothers’ Union: 
Literacy and business skills training

• DR Congo – North Kivu Diocese: 
Emergency food aid for displaced families

• Egypt – Nuba Mountain Bible Institute, 
Cairo: Health education programme with 
Sudanese refugees.

 
We have also received additional support 
from ‘Misean Cara’ for community nutrition 
programmes in Nepal. Misean Cara has been 
supporting this work through CMSI over the 
past few years. The programmes are run by 
NPCS – a Nepali NGO with whom Deirdre 
Zimmerman works.

We are immensely thankful for these grants, 
which make a significant difference to the 
work of our partners as they bring hope to 
marginalised communities.
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Making room for prayer 
As highlighted in the last edition of inMission, 
one of the silver linings to have emerged from 
the cloud of covid-lockdowns has been the 
introduction of ‘The Prayer Room’. Our online 
prayer gathering meets at 1pm on the first 
Wednesday of every month and includes input 
from one or more of our partners. They are a 
great way to stay connected, through prayer, 
with the wider work of CMSI.

We would love to see you at one of the next 
Prayer Room gatherings:

• Wednesday 3rd March
• Wednesday 7th April 
• Wednesday 5th May

See the ‘Pray’ section of the CMSI website.

Responsible 
senders  
and receivers
At the start of 
January, we learned 
that CMSI had been 
awarded Advanced 

Compliance status with Comhlámh, 
following our first self-audit last year. 
Comhlámh is an Irish association of 
development workers and volunteers 
that promotes responsible international 
volunteering. CMSI became a member of 
Comhlámh in 2019 and signed up to its 
Code of Good Practice: a set of standards 
for Irish Volunteer Sending Agencies 
facilitating international placements.  

To those exploring CMSI Teams or 
Short-Term Placements, the ‘advanced 
status’ will provide additional assurance 
of CMSI’s commitment to sending and 
receiving people in line with best practice.

A little Guinness
Over the Christmas break, CMSI was 
delighted to learn of the safe arrival of 
Lydia Ruth Evangeline – a new daughter 
for our Mission Associates, Paul and 
Alison Guinness, and a younger sister 
for Jeremy and Grace. In their January 
prayer letter, Alison and Paul said of 
Lydia: “She is absolutely adorable - a 
gentle, sweet-spirited little girl.”

The Guinnesses were due to spend a few 
more months in the UK before returning 
to Burundi in the spring, but plans and 
timings are somewhat uncertain in 
the current context. Please pray for 
the whole family during this time – 
particularly for little Lydia.

Images: Images: NPCS Community Nutrition Programme in Jiri; the Guinness Family
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Material includes:

+ Bible Heroes - Lessons in hope from Rahab, Ruth, David and Jesus

+ Global Heroes - Short films from CMSI’s Global Partners 

+ Activities - Puzzles, crafts and games 

+ Fundraising Challenge - An opportunity to support the global Church

 This free resource is now available at: 

cmsireland.org/childrens-resource

CMSI Children’s Resource 2021


