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Burundi was also the last global partner  
country on my visit list as CMSI’s Mission 
Director. On arrival in Bujumbura I explained 
to Archbishop Martin Nyaboho that I had an 
unpaid debt – a visit to his province. He laughed 
as I explained that the debt is now paid with 
interest… I brought with me an archbishop  
and a Rev Dr theologian!

In July, Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dr Paddy 
McGlinchey and I had the privilege of travelling 
to this marginalised part of the world, to 
experience something of what God is doing 
through His Church, a Church deeply involved in 
its community.

We were impressed with the breadth and 
integral nature of outreach programmes in 
education, health, agriculture and community 
empowerment. One agricultural cooperative 
member explained the process: 

“Our group has Anglicans, Catholics, Muslims, 
different ethnic groups, and those without 
faith… Firstly we get to know each other as we 
share farming skills and knowledge, we visit our 
neighbours and teach them, we help one another 
out, we then come to church to pray and thank 
God for His blessings. Our church offering has 
grown and we also work together to mend the 
roads and build bridges in our community.”
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Everywhere we saw Church growth. People 
gather for worship in clinic and government 
buildings, in old houses and in half-constructed 
churches. These are new congregations forming 
in response to a mission minded church. 

When I asked Bishop Seth of Matana Diocese 
about this Church growth, he responded:

“Jesus will not ask me ‘How many buildings  
have you built?’ but ‘How many people have  
you bought to me?’ So mission is our priority –  
in prisons, in communities, everywhere…”

Burundi may not be in the centre of our map but 
God has no margins.

God purposely chose what the world 
considers nonsense in order to shame 
the wise, and he chose what the world 
considers weak in order to shame the 
powerful. He chose what the world looks 
down on and despises and thinks is 
nothing, in order to destroy what the world 
thinks is important. 
1 Corinthians 1:27-28
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Image: Bishop Seth helps with work for a new cathedral ‘big enough for all to fit in’

Burundi…a quarter the size of 
Ireland, a history of political and 
civil unrest, struggling to feed its 
population, ranked third poorest 
country in the world, a place most 
would find hard to locate on a map…
surely a place in the margins?

Cover image: Farming in the margins near Arua, Uganda
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Throughout the Law and Prophets, in the 
Psalms and Proverbs, all through the Gospel 
accounts and New Testament letters, it is 
made abundantly clear that genuine faith and 
authentic worship are expressed in acts of loving 
kindness to people ‘on the outside’: those who 
are sick, widowed, poor, hungry, uprooted, 
homeless, orphaned, lonely, imprisoned…

The ministry and teaching of Jesus reinforce 
this simple, powerful, biblical truth: our 
mission is in the margins.

It’s a truth that CMSI’s Global Partners have 
clearly grasped. Each of them manage a 
range of programmes that seek to serve ‘the 
least among them’ – providing help, offering 

hope, creating space for people to experience 
freedom, to provide for themselves, to grasp 
God’s gift of life.

In Burundi, Rwanda and Kenya, the Church 
helps poor rural communities feed themselves 
and earn an income from their produce. 
Refugees and displaced people are being 
welcomed and supported by our partners 
in South Sudan, DR Congo and Uganda. In 
Zambia, the Church is training leaders to 
respond to the challenges still posed by HIV/
AIDS. In Egypt and Nepal, God’s people are 
caring for children and adults with disabilities 
and learning needs.

These are just some of many, many examples.

We have the privilege of partnering with the 
Global Church as it reaches out in love to 
those who are suffering and those who have 
been neglected. We want to help churches in 
Ireland play their part in supporting this work. 
We also want to be inspired by our partners as 
we consider how best to respond to people on 
the fringes of society in Ireland. 

Throughout 2018 and 2019, we want to 
shine a light on mission…in the margins.

in the margins

For God’s people in Old and New Testament times, for God’s 
people today, there can be no mistaking the call to care for 
the vulnerable. 

Serving the least among us
Roger Cooke 

Editor

…this is the kind of fasting I want:
Free those who are wrongly imprisoned;
lighten the burden of those  
who work for you.
Let the oppressed go free,
and remove the chains that bind people.
Share your food with the hungry,
and give shelter to the homeless.
Give clothes to those who need them,
and do not hide from relatives  
who need your help.
Isaiah 58:34-36

“Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry, and 
you fed me. I was thirsty, and you 
gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and 
you invited me into your home. I was 
naked, and you gave me clothing. I was 
sick, and you cared for me. I was in 
prison, and you visited me.’” 
Matthew 25:6-7

Image: Bishop Isesomo distributing food packs in North Kivu, DR Congo Images: Painting desks at Tujisaidie School in Nairobi, Kenya
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‘Blessing’ Baking Group 
“After the training in April we formed our 
baking group of 12 members. We generated 
some income from products we made 
in training that helped us buy our own 
ingredients to keep baking and selling. After 
some time the diocese donated a stove to our 
group which has reduced the time spent on 
baking from four hours a day to just one hour. 
Our cakes and bites are on high demand in 
the local market and nearby households. We 
have seen a lot of advantages since we started 
our group. We have a steady income and are 
now able to meet regularly, which also gives a 
chance to connect and pray with each other.”

Eden Hair Salon
“We started the salon business in March after 
the skills training. We had one machine for hair 
cutting and a mirror when we started. After 
a while our business grew and we managed 
to buy a shaving machine. Eventually, we 
received some support from the diocese in the 
form of two more shaving machines and this 
has boosted our business. 

“Apart from the knowledge of record keeping 
which helps us to keep our business dealings 
all recorded, we also improved on credit giving 
which was our biggest fear to start the business. 
On holidays, we offer pupils and students a 
chance to shave hair so that they are able to 
buy some of their basic scholastic materials like 
books, pens and pencils. We have also started 
encouraging girls to plait hair so that they can 
make money for their basic needs.”

Thank you to all who have prayed for 
and supported this work in Uganda. Madi 
West Nile Diocese plans to continue 
their Refugee Response Programme, 
seeking to build capacity of youth, 
women and Church leaders in areas 
of life skills, health awareness and 
children’s church programmes. Please 
pray for this ongoing work and for 
Mickey and his team as they travel to 
and between the settlements, often in 
very challenging conditions.

soap, cake and 
haircuts

Kelly Yates (Partnership Coordinator for Uganda) writes…

Image: Members of the soap making group in Rhino Camp Image: Making biscuits

New skills and new hope in Rhino Camp

In May, I visited our partners in Madi West 
Nile Diocese in Uganda, where I had the 
opportunity to spend time with the Refugee 
Response Department. Aibaku Mickey and 
his team work throughout five refugee 
settlements, which are now home to more than 
one million people. My time with the team gave 
me a valuable insight to practical mission on 
the margins – this work is truly inspiring.

One initiative having a big impact is a training 
and capacity building programme. This seeks 
to improve life skills and increase business 
opportunities, especially for young people. As 
the following testimonies demonstrate, soap, 
baking and haircuts are each bringing hope 
and encouragement in Rhino Camp Refugee 
Settlement.

Soap Making Group
“We started our group in March. We are 
22 in number and make liquid soap for 
sale. From our first sales, which took 
two weeks, we made a profit of 60,000 
shillings (£12) and the demands have 
been increasing every time. We support 
our families from the profit we make and 
have also created a loan system for our 
members. We sell our products in the 
market and are now planning to rent a 
space for our own shop. We are really 
happy for this eye-opening training and 
in the future, we hope to develop skills 
in solid soap making.”

As Kelly’s stories from Uganda remind 
us, mission initiatives like these often 
aren’t particularly complicated, but 
they change lives. God’s people in Madi 
West Nile have identified specific needs 
among the refugee communities living 
in their midst. They have been willing to 
try different approaches to meet these 
needs. Compassion and concern have 
led to action – something that lies at the 
heart of the Christian story:

A man with leprosy came and knelt 
in front of Jesus, begging to be 
healed. “If you are willing, you can 
heal me and make me clean,” he 
said.

Moved with compassion, Jesus 
reached out and touched him. “I am 
willing,” he said. “Be healed!” 
Mark 1:40-41

This is a lesson for us all, as we seek to 
care for the vulnerable people in our 
own lives and communities. May we be 
moved with compassion to reach out, 
touch lives and offer the healing and 
freedom that come through Christ, who 
is always willing.
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The two Davids helped facilitate a Church leaders’ 
seminar at Imberikani Training Centre. Despite the 
remote location it was very well attended with 
about 35 Lay Readers and 10 Clergy. Reflecting 
on this seminar, David Tough wrote:

“We experienced a great sense of 
fellowship amongst those present. 
There is a real hunger and need for 
biblical teaching, apart from all the other 
challenges such as long distances to 
travel, adult literacy and training facilities.” 

During this part of the visit, the team was 
based at Oltiasika Maasai Rural Training Centre 
(MRTC) – within sight of Mount Kilimanjaro 
on the border of Tanzania. Here, CMSI Mission 
Partners Ronnie and Maggie Briggs are helping 
to deliver a range of programmes that support 
the vision of Kajiado Diocese – which sees 
‘mission’ and ‘development’ working hand-
in-hand. It’s a message that is consistently 
taught and emphasised by Bishop Gaddiel 
Lenini, who has a passion for evangelism 
and Church growth, but sees these things as 
inseparable from providing practical care in 
the community.  

It’s this integral mission approach that 
underpins the work of the MRTCs (there are 
other centres at key sites in the diocese). 
Through this work, people are turning to Christ 
in fervent faith: a faith that is grounded in 
locally-led programmes that bring measurable 
social transformation, such as improved 
schools, increasing literacy, better rain-water 
conservation and livestock herds that are more 
resilient to drought.

In a community already on the margins of 
society, however, it is often the women who 
are pushed further to the edges. With minimal 
or no school education, high rates of illiteracy, 
FGM and early marriages, they describe 
themselves as ‘the forgotten ones’. 

Maggie has recently been focussing on 
working alongside women in Oltiasika and 
CMSI recently provided support to the diocese 
for a Women’s Empowerment programme. 
This involves training in Adult Literacy, 
women’s empowerment issues and craft 
making. Team members Lorna and David were 
privileged to attend the inaugural meeting 
of this programme, where they participated 
in joyful singing and heard the women being 
encouraged to embrace and celebrate their 
value, both in the community and before God.

After a fortnight packed with activities, 
interactions and reflection, the small CMSI 
team returned to Ireland with a greater 
understanding of the many challenges facing 
Christians in Kajiado Diocese – they truly are 
a people living on the margins. But while life 
in Kajiado is difficult in many ways, the vibrant 
faith demonstrated by so many has greatly 
encouraged the team members as they return 
to family, work and parish life in Ireland. 

I too am greatly encouraged to hear their 
stories, trusting that God will keep us all 
moving towards those ‘on the edge’ - whether 
here or overseas – because that is frequently 
where the strongest faith is to be discovered. 

Roger Thompson  
Partnership Coordinator for Kenya

on the edge
with Jesus

Image: Tralee farmer, Robert Hoffman shares digging duties at Oltiasika MRTC Image: Lorna Palmer with one of the participants in the Women’s Empowerment Programme

Integral ministry in rural Kenya

The first CMS speaker I ever heard was the then General Secretary of 
CMS Britain, Simon Barrington-Ward, at the Christian Union at King’s 
College London in about 1983. I can still vividly remember his passion as 
he described partner churches in Africa and Asia. “I have discovered,” he 
said, “it’s the people on the margins that have the strongest faith.”

To illustrate his point he described a recent 
visit to a remote rural church in the Philippines 
– a rudimentary wooden building with a grass 
roof packed with people sitting on the floor. 
“When I asked how many of the congregation 
had received supernatural healing from Jesus 
- a forest of hands went up!”  

That talk began a process of vocation in 
mission in me which eventually led to a period 
of service in Tanzania with CMS, followed 
by youth work, ordained ministry and now 
working with CMSI. Through all these varied 
experiences I’ve found Barrington-Ward’s 

message to be true – Jesus seems to be most 
alive for people on the edge!

One very potent example of this can be seen 
in the south-east corner of Kajiado Diocese - a 
remote area, inhabited mainly by traditional 
Maasai who have only been affected minimally by 
modern civilisation, as the nearest town is almost 
two-hours’ drive away. 

A small team of four (David Tough and Robert 
Hoffman from Tralee, Rev David and Lorna 
Palmer from Magherally) recently visited the area, 
and were greatly affected by the people they met. 
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we had been praying for and supporting 
were phoning from UN posts, both relieved 
and dismayed to now be officially registered 
as refugees in Northern Uganda. Believers, 
whom the CMSI family hold very dear, were 
experiencing devastation of homes, family and 
any sense of personal safety. 

The South Sudan story had captured the 
world’s attention: a new country built out of 
hardship. But now our partners were back 

on the margins. News coverage reverted to 
stereotypical pictures of beleaguered refugees 
fleeing for safety. The Church, which had 
stood united and strong with a vision for their 
nation, had been physically scattered.

The people of South Sudan have clearly 
suffered and they continue to suffer. It is right 
that we are confronted with the facts. From our 
global partner communities, many people are 
traumatised, and all of them grieve this fresh 
marginalisation of their nation. But the Church 
on the margins is still the Church. The hope 
that we own through our faith in Christ is not as 
easily extinguished as positive news images, nor 
as easily broken as our plans for peace.

Enter a refugee camp in Northern Uganda 
and although you will find hurting, broken 
and marginalised people, you will not find a 
diminished Church. In fact you might discover 
that in the vast spaces where refugees have 
settled, communities have grown around a 
long low earthen brick building with a simple 
cross, made of whatever wood is growing 
in the area. Among a marginalised people, 
faith in God is central in holding communities 
together. And that is made visible in the 
number of parishes being developed within the 
various camps where our global partners live 
and minister. The Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan may have been physically pushed to the 
margins but that same hope and vision for the 
people of South Sudan remains central.

In April this year, I went back to BATC, not 
in Yei, but reconfigured in exile in Northern 
Uganda. A team from Lisburn Cathedral 
fellowshipped with and ministered to the 
students for one week. Some of these students 

A reflection on hope by Linda Abwa  
(Partnership Coordinator for South Sudan)

the circle under 
the mango tree

Image: The BATC students in Yei (2016)

The students of Bishop Allison Theological College (BATC) carried their 
heavy wooden chairs to the open space under the mango tree at the centre 
of their college compound in Yei. They made a circle, with space for myself 
and Jenny Smyth, encouraging us to join their worship. The drumming, 
dancing and sense of togetherness made visible the hope in the hearts of 
these trainee leaders of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 

It was a joy to sing with them on this, my first 
visit to BATC in 2016. The hope and vision 
for the future convinced me, a newcomer 
to South Sudan, that this was a place full of 
promise, and that the Church was at the centre 
of some new thing that God was doing.

Later that same year the situation in South 
Sudan deteriorated. CMSI’s global partners 
were struggling to host displaced people on 
their Cathedral Compounds. Students who 

were the same ones I and other members of 
the team had met at previous times in Yei. Now 
many of them were pastoring two, three, even 
up to seven parishes in Rhino Camp. It was a 
precious week for them to meet again after 
almost two years scattered from Yei.

For several days we worshipped in morning 
devotion in a small temporary structure. It was 
hot and people sat in rows a little cramped 
and restricted. By the third days the students 
couldn’t take it any more and one suggested 
taking the devotional session outside. 

And so the students of Bishop Allison 
Theological College carried their heavy 
wooden chairs to the open space under the 
mango tree in their college compound in Arua. 
They made a circle, with space for myself and 
the team from Lisburn, encouraging us to join 
their worship. The drumming, dancing and 
sense of togetherness made visible the hope 
in the hearts of these trainee leaders of the 
Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 

It was a joy to sing with them on this, my 
second visit to BATC in 2018. The hope and 
vision for the future convinced me, that this 
was a people full of promise, and that the 
Church was at the centre of some new thing 
that God was doing.

“Among a marginalised 
people, faith in God 
is central in holding 
communities together.”
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money for nothing

1. Stamps
We still process used stamps 

– CMSI receives a donation 
of £50 for each set of 10 large 

envelopes we fill and send to a stamp 
dealer. Since the start of 2011, £2300 
has been generated in this way. We’re 
really grateful to those who donate their 
stamps and we’re especially thankful for 
the many volunteers who trim and sort 
big bags of stamps.

 
2. Tax Relief
We love reclaiming money from our 
governments! We’ve just submitted a Gift 
Aid claim to the UK Government for the past 
six months, which will bring in £10,000 of 
extra support. That’s 25% of all donations 
from UK taxpayers who have signed a CMSI 
Gift Aid form. We’re currently working on 
the equivalent tax relief claim from the 
Irish Government – we can claim 31% on 
all annual donations over €250 from Irish 
taxpayers, provided they’ve signed the relevant 
paperwork. This is currently worth around 
€5000 per year.

There is plenty of scope to increase the income 
we receive through tax relief. We’d love to see 
more folk in Northern Ireland signing up for UK 
Gift Aid. We’d love to see more tax payers in the 
Republic of Ireland increase their donations to 
exceed €250 per year. 

Everyone loves a bargain – and there are few better deals than getting 
money for nothing! At CMSI, we’re always keen to make the most of such 
offers, so here are a few ways in which you can raise additional funds for 
CMSI, without it costing you a cent or penny.

3. easyfundraising
When you shop online (and pay in 
Sterling), don’t forget that you can make 
your purchases go a bit further through 
easyfundraising. Over 3000 retailers are 
part of this scheme and they will each 
donate a percentage of your spend to 
CMSI. Just visit easyfundraising.org.
uk, search for ‘Church Mission Society 
Ireland’ and sign-up.

Since we first launched this initiative, 
only 17 people, including most of the 
staff team have joined the CMSI scheme. 
They’ve raised £141 through their 
online purchases, at no extra cost to 
themselves. There is potential to raise 
significant funds in this way – so please 
sign-up and support CMSI as you shop.

 
All of this ‘free money’ is directed to CMSI’s 
Mission Resource Fund. Support for this 
fund, whether through the methods above 
or by regular donations, is vital to the 
ongoing work and ministry of CMSI. Do get 
in touch to find out more.

Including contributions from:
Archbishop Masimango (DR Congo)

Bishop John (Burundi)
Paul and Tania Baker
The CMSI Staff Team

Full-day Children’s Programme available  
(advance booking required)

CMSI Annual Conference

Worship. Stories. Seminars.  
Sharing. Community.

With Friday 
Extra residential 

programme  on 14th 
Saturday 15th September

10:30am-5:15pm
 

Dromantine Retreat and  
Conference Centre, Newry

Book your place by visiting the CMSI website  
or contacting the offices

Ticket
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We’re delighted that Archbishop Masimango Katanda and 
his wife, Naomie, will be joining us for Ignite in September. 
inMission recently caught up with the archbishop to find out 
a bit more about him and his ministry.

IM: Archbishop - please introduce yourself 
and your family.
AM: My name is Masimango Katanda Zacharie 
and I am the 4th Archbishop of Congo. My 
wife is Naomie Amunazo Katanda and we have 
seven children - two boys and five girls. Two 
of our daughters are married and we now have 
six grandchildren. Both Naomie and I were 
teachers in the same school before we were 
married in 1982.

IM: What led you to become a minister in the 
Anglican Church of the Congo?
AM: I become a Christian during the 
Evangelistic Campaign led by the late 
Ugandan Bishop Festo Kivengere in 1976. 
That’s when I committed my life to Christ and 
become a member of the Mangobo Anglican 
Parish of Kindu. 

When I finished my secondary school in 
Chemistry and Biology, I decided to do 
medicine in the University in Kinshasa, hoping 
to become a doctor. But that was my choice. 
God had other plans. The Church Warden 
in my parish chose to send me to Bukavu to 
study Theology and this led to be becoming 
an Evangelist, Deacon (1986), Priest (1987) and 
Archdeacon (1991) in Goma. I discovered in all 
of this, that God has called me to ministry, and 
has closed all opportunities for other studies.

IM: You have been Bishop of Kindu since 
1997. Tell us a bit about Kindu.
AM: The Anglican Diocese of Kindu was 
inaugurated in 1997. The region was hit by war 
for the next seven years, leaving the country 
devastated. The diocese has 52 parishes and 
over 60 schools. Maniema is now mostly 

meeting  
Archbishop 
Masimango

peaceful, but is one of the most isolated and 
underdeveloped parts of the country.

Following the war in DR Congo and its impact 
in Maniema Province, I recognised the need to 
begin good quality training for those entering 
full-time ministry in the Church by establishing 
Beroya Bible College. The college has been 
operating since September 2006 and offers a 
three-year programme, training the majority of 
full-time church workers in the diocese. 

IM: What are the challenges facing DR Congo 
and how have you seen God at work there?
AM: Though DR Congo has known much 
trauma and war, it has also been blessed by 
God with exquisite beauty and abundant 
natural resources. Throughout DR Congo’s 
history, these plentiful resources have been 
misused and exploited, causing the Congolese 
to suffer unspeakable human rights abuses. 
The anguish of war has abated since the early 
2000s, thanks to negotiations and peace deals. 
Yet the ravages of war linger, in the form of 
abject poverty, broken families and regional 
strife. In addition, millions of lives are tragically 
claimed by often preventable or treatable 
diseases like malaria, TB, and HIV. The life 
expectancy for an average male is only 47 
years old. 

By God’s grace, the Church has remained a 
stable and consistent fixture to look to for 
hope and reconstruction. God continues to 
visibly demonstrate His power, delivering 
suffering people and rooting out many evils 
from this beautiful and loved nation.

IM: What does your partnership with CMSI 
and churches in Ireland mean to you?
AM: Our partnership with CMSI and with 
link parishes in Ireland has been a source of 
blessing through exchange visits, the giving 
and receiving of hospitality, eating and talking 
together and sharing different patterns of daily 
life. It shapes our lives around the loving and 
challenging presence of Christ in our lives. 
It strengthens our diocese, which is isolated, 
and it shows the visible sign of the Body of 
Christ at work. We journey with CMSI in the 
global Church in developing an understanding 
of mutual giving and receiving that moves 
beyond past patterns of dependency.
 
IM: Why do you think unity within the Anglican 
Communion so important at this time?
AM: Unity is so important at this time 
because of the way in which [the debates and 
disagreements around human sexuality] have 
strained the unity of the Anglican Communion. 
This could lead to fragmentation of the 
Anglican Church, due to its nature as the most 
diverse Christian community in the world. 
Unity is important in holding the Communion 
together at this time of globalisation.
 
IM: How can we pray for you in your ministry?
AM: Yes, I need your prayers in this challenging 
role as Archbishop of DR Congo and Bishop 
of Kindu – especially with time managements 
and for safe travelling between Kinshasa and 
Kindu. I also need prayers for protection from 
stress, as the ministry is more demanding in 
the context of lack of financial resources to 
perform both roles. Pray for my family who 
miss my affection since I have been elected 
archbishop, especially with much travelling 
overseas for Anglican meetings.



Page 16 Image: The Bakers on the beach Images: Paul with Peter; Tania with the Fashion School tutors Page 17

Final reflections
inmission

Autumn 2018Final reflections
inmission
Autumn 2018

After more than seven years of Mission Partner service at 
Kiwoko Hospital in Uganda, Paul and Tania Baker, along 
with Lana, have returned to Ireland and have set up home 
in Bangor, County Down. As they finish their final month of 
Home Assignment, inMission asked Tania to reflect on the 
Bakers’ time with CMSI.

IM: What are some of the ways in which 
you've seen God’s hand at work in your lives?
TKB: One of the strongest relationships that 
Paul had was with a young builder called Peter 
who came to work for us in our garden in his 
spare time. Peter used the money he made 
from this to get himself through training at 
the laboratory school based at Kiwoko. Seeing 
Peter graduate was a wonderful day. He is now 
employed in the hospital’s laboratory. 

For me, getting the opportunity to prepare 
and deliver sermons on lessons that God had 
taught me was a great privilege.

Becoming parents was of course a huge highlight, 
as it is for most people. But it’s been a particular 
joy seeing God move and provide through all 
the challenges that the legal guardianship and 
visa process has brought. We’re thankful that 

He’s brought into our lives amazing people who 
supported and advised us throughout.

IM:What were the main challenges?
TKB: Paul has always said that communication 
is the key to making anything work. Living in 
another culture with a completely different 
approach to communication can be incredibly 
frustrating. But communication wasn’t just 
a challenge for us when with working with 
Ugandans. As mission partners, we worked 
alongside local people, folk from all over the 
world, donors, link churches and CMSI. At 
times, there were vastly different opinions 
on how things should be done and it was 
frustrating that we weren’t all singing the same 
tune. Thankfully God’s Word never changes and 
His plans are always good, so no matter how 
many mistakes we humans make (particularly 
the Bakers), His will shall always prevail.

IM:Share one or two ways in which you  
saw God at work in the lives of folk  
around Kiwoko 
TKB: It was always exciting to see local staff 
fulfilling roles that were previously assumed 
only missionaries could do. We loved handing 
over responsibilities to our colleagues at the 
workshop and at the Fashion School. 
It’s also been great to work alongside local 
Ugandans who were missionaries in their own 
country long before we first arrived. Those 
who started and continued to develop the 
hospital mission team, going on mission trips 
to rural areas, praying with patients on the 
wards, and holding weekly church services in 
prisons. We were always so excited to see how 
God was using them and how passionate they 
were to be used. Their work will always be 
more effective and sustainable than anything 
that can be achieved by international visitors.

IM: What’s next for the Bakers? What are your 
hopes/plans for the months and years ahead? 
TKB: Paul has gone self-employed, providing 
temperature monitoring systems for food 
manufacturers, retailers, pharmaceutical 

companies and laboratories. He has called the 
business Tendo Systems. Tendo is the Ugandan 
word for Praise. It is also our daughter’s middle 
name and the name of the house we lived in 
at Kiwoko. I will continue to help settle Lana 
to life to Northern Ireland. In time I hope to 
return to work but at the moment have no idea 
what form that will take.

IM: How can folk pray for you?
TKB: Returning to Ireland has not been easy. 
We feel a little lost. There are many things we 
miss that we didn’t realise we would miss (I’d 
love a traditional Ugandan dinner right now). 
While this may have been a return to familiar 
surroundings for Paul and me, it is not for 
Lana. Everything here is new for her. As she 
starts primary school and makes new friends, 
please pray that she will come to love life here 
as much as she did her life in Kiwoko.

IM: Any final words to your supporters and 
link parishes across Ireland?
TKB:  We are incredibly thankful for the 
individuals and churches that have partnered 
with us these last seven years. At times this life 
felt very lonely and it was always so uplifting to 
receive an email from someone, often saying 
the exact words that God knew we needed 
to hear, or answering the exact need that 
had arisen. We also appreciate CMSI’s role 
in linking us all together and getting us out 
there in the first place. People across Ireland 
supported us and Kiwoko Hospital in many 
ways during our time there. We are so grateful 
and honoured to be part of their journey in 
God’s mission.

final reflections
Highlights from the Bakers
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

Back to school for Kelly
September sees Kelly Yates (Partnership 
Coordinator for Burundi, Rwanda and 
Uganda) embark on a one-year Masters 
degree in Edinburgh. Before signing-off 
in mid-August, Kelly said: 

“As I approach the six-year mark with 
CMSI, I am excited to take some time out 
to pursue further studies. I look forward 
to the challenges of studying over the 
next year and returning to my role with 
the CMSI team in September 2019.”

During Kelly’s career break, Jenny Smyth 
will manage her Burundi links, while 
her Rwanda and Uganda links will be 
managed by Gillian Maganda. Please 
pray for Kelly as she settles in to her 
course and to life back in Edinburgh and 
for Gillian and Jenny as they assume 
these additional responsibilities.

Crossing Bridges – Part 2
In October 2017, CMSI hosted a special event 
in Parliament Buildings, Stormont, entitled 
Crossing Bridges: Peace, Reconciliation and 
the Global Church. One of the outcomes from 
the discussion groups was a recommendation 
to host a follow-up event with our Global 
Partners from South Sudan.

We’re delighted that the CMSI Peace and 
Reconciliation Conference will take place in 
Arua, Uganda from 15th-17th October. Link 
parishes from Down and Dromore Diocese, 
Connor Diocese and Albany Diocese (USA) will 
be attending the Arua event, along with CMSI’s 
Linda Abwa and representatives from all CMSI’s 
South Sudan partner dioceses. This is a chance 
for our partners to spend time in retreat 
together, praying, worshipping and seeking 
God’s direction.

Archbishop Justin Badi Arama, who 
contributed to the Stormont event, will speak 
at the conference along with representatives 
from Reconcile, an organisation from Yei 
Diocese in South Sudan. 

Please pray for this event, for all the 
participants and for Linda as she oversees the 
planning and running of the conference.

Summer teams and visits
During July and August, visits took place 
to partners in Burundi, Kenya and Rwanda. 
As highlighted on Page 3, Jenny Smyth 
led a partner visit to Burundi. She was 
accompanied by Archbishop Michael 
Jackson and Revd Dr Paddy McGlinchey. 
Three CMSI Teams visited Kajiado 
Diocese (Kenya), the Urban Development 
Programme and All Saints’ Cathedral (also 
Kenya) and Shyogwe Diocese (Rwanda). 

All of these visits were well covered on 
the blog pages of the CMSI website  - 
they’re well worth a visit.

GDPR updates and CMSI Stars
A big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who has 
responded to our requests to update your 
contact info with CMSI. Plenty of pink 
GDPR forms have been returned to the 
offices, lots of online surveys have been 
completed, but there’s still plenty of work 
to be done. 

We don’t want to remove anyone from 
our communications lists that still wants 
to hear from CMSI. Nor do we want to 
send out information to folk who would 
rather not receive it. So, if you haven’t 
already done so, do please update your 
details and preferences by completing a 
pink ‘Contact Update Form’, or by visiting 
the CMSI website.

One happy by-product of the big GDPR 
push in May is that we seem to have picked 
up lots of new CMSI Stars (members). 
We’re delighted that folk have chosen to 
stand with CMSI in this way – we want to 
see the CMSI family grow and grow. We 
are, however, conscious that the online 
form may have caused some confusion 
and that there may be folk who have 
joined-up without meaning to. All new 
CMSI Stars will have received a welcome 
pack in August. If you received a pack but 
feel that you signed-up in error, please let 
us know.
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